JOB THE PROPHET
(FEAST DAY MAY 6)

Job the Prophet was true, blameless, just, devout, and
abstained from every evil thing. He was very wealthy and
blessed by God in all things, as was none other of the
inhabitants of the land of Ausis, his homeland, which lies
. between Idumea and Arabia. But by divine permission,

- that he might be tried, he was suddenly deprived of his

| children, wealth, glory, and every consolation, and was
covered with grievous sores over all his body. Some say
that he endured courageously in this unparalleled calamity
for seven whole years. Then, by divine blessing, he was
restored again to prosperity even more illustrious than the
first. Having lived after his affliction for 170 years, he reposed full of days at the age of 240, in
the year 1350 B.C. Others say that his affliction lasted only one year, and that he lived thereafter
140 years, living 210 years altogether...In the Old Testament we read about the life of Job in
the book that is attributed to him. Job is the icon of patience and perseverance. We learn to deal
with life’s many pressures by contemplating the experiences of Job. We recognize a man who
stays focused on God rather than on his own suffering. He does not turn away in moments of
weakness but endures the struggles of life. Job’s integrity as a faithful steward of God remains
intact. The Fathers of the Church call Job "a true man™ who was "patient” with God. They speak
of the sufferings of Job as being illogical according to human reasoning but comprehend this in
the respect and faith given to God’s wisdom. St. John Chrysostom writes: "...Job had a zeal for
sincere actions; that is why the text says he was ‘godly and true’." The Book of Job deals with
our relationship with God. It puts life into a perspective that is of paramount importance for the
Christian Orthodox steward. When we think that everything we possess in this world is our
treasure, we just need to turn to Job to realize that this life is temporal, and it is life eternal that
we must seek. Job distinguishes himself by his patience, love, and trust in our Heavenly Father.
Read the Book of Job and learn how he faced many of the same issues we deal with today. As
St. Hesychius wrote concerning Job: "Only patience can save — only she can fulfill the pressing
need; it is with help that we re-establish the righteousness of the soul and of thoughts. Because
she is the turnkey for the kingdom of heaven; she has also established the gateway to it
according to the words of Paul: ‘pursue what is good...,rejoice always, pray without ceasing, in
everything give thanks’ (1 Thessalonians 5:15-18)." Excerpt taken from Goarch.org
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FROM THE HOLY FATHERS:

“The size of our gift to God in His Eyes is not determined by the quantity and value of it,

but by the will of the heart...Therefore go boldly to Christ, bring gifts to Him, everyone

who can: become like myrrh- bearing women and those who stand on the righteous path

and who have fallen into the abyss of sins... The Lord will accept each of our gifts as an

incense world, will not reject our tears and kisses, but will pay for them the remission of
sins of many who have loved a lot. “— St. John Maximovitch



SUNDAY OF THE MYRRH-BEARERS

Resurrectional Dismissal Hymn

When You descended unto death, O Lord who
yourself are immortal Life, then did You
mortify Hades by the lightning flash of Your
Divinity. Also when You raised the dead

from the netherworld, all the Powers of the
heavens were crying out: O Giver of life,

Christ our God, glory to You.

Dismissal Hymn of Joseph

When he took down Your immaculate Body
from the Cross, the honorable Joseph
wrapped it in a clean linen shroud with spices
and laid it for burial in a new tomb. But on
the third day You arose, O Lord, and granted
the world Your great mercy.

Dismissal Hymn of the Myrrh-Bearers

The Angel standing at the sepulcher cried out
and said to the ointment-bearing women:

The ointments are appropriate for mortal
men, but Christ has been shown to be a
stranger to decay. So go and cry aloud, The
Lord has risen and granted the world His
great mercy.

Dismissal Hymn of St. Constantine

The form of Your Cross was seen in the sky
by Your Apostle among the kings, O Lord.
He received his calling, like Paul, not from
man, and placed his imperial city in your
hands. Ever guard it in peace, O Loving God,
through the intercessions of the Theotokos.

Kontakion of Pascha

Though You went down into the tomb, O

Immortal One, yet You brought down the

dominion of Hades; and You rose as the

victor, O Christ our God; and You called out

‘Rejoice’ to the Myrrh-bearing women, and

gave peace to Your apostles, O Lord who to
the fallen grant resurrection.
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RESOURCES:

During these unprecedented times, there
are wonderful resources to rely on offered
by faithful Orthodox Christian laypeople
and clergy. For example, the following
link explores the parish life in the midst of
this pandemic with Alexei Krindatch and
Fr. Steven Tsichlis.

https://www.ancientfaith.com/podcasts/aft
odaylive/coronavirus and orthodox paris
h life

Ancientfaith.com has spiritually uplifting
and thought provoking material that
embarks on all aspects of the faith! The
topics vary between current events all the
way to saints of centuries past. This
ministry can be both encouraging and
enlightening, so join in on the different
programs available with other brothers and
sisters in Christ!

Join us for livestream services by

following our Facebook page, Sts
Constantine & Helen, Reading.

GROCERY CARDS:

If anyone would like to order gift cards
to Giant, Redner’s or Weis
supermarkets you may send a check
with a stamped, self- addressed
envelope to the home of Tony Phyrillas
and he will mail the gift cards back to
you.

Tony Phyrillas
2609 Cumberland Ave.
Reading, PA 19606

WEEKLY CALENDAR

Sunday of Myrrh Bearing Women, May 3°
Peter the Wonderworker, TimothyMavra the
Martyrs

8:30 AM: Orthros

9:45 AM: Divine Liturgy

11 AM: Artoklasia of St. Xenia of Kalamata
Epistle: Acts 6:17

Gospel: Mark 15:4347 & 16:1- 8

Monday, May 4™
Pelagia the Nunmartyr; Hilarion the
Wonderworker

Tuesday,May 5"
Irene of Thessaloniki; Neophytos, Gaius &
Caianus

Wednesday, May 6™

Job the Prophet; Seraphim the Struggler
5 PM: Paraklesis

7 PM: Our Life in Christ

Thursday, May 7"

Comm. of the Precious Cross; Cyril of Jerusalem
9AM: Orthros

4 PM: Vespers

Friday, May 8"

John the Theologian; Arsenios the Great
8:30 AM: Orthros

9:45 AM: Divine Liturgy

Saturday, May 9"

Isaiah the Prophet; Christopher the Martyr of
Lycea

6 PM: Great Vespers

Sundayof the Paralytic, May 10"

Simon the Zealot & Apostleaurence of Egypt
8:30 AM: Orthros

9:45 AM: Divine Liturgy

Epistle: Acts 9:3242

Gospel:John 5:315
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