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About the Icon on the front coveré 
 

Holy Righteous David the King 
 
The Holy Prophet-King David was a forefather of our Lord Jesus Christ according to the flesh. The youngest 
son of Jesse, David shepherded a flock of sheep belonging to his father. He was distinguished by his deep 
faith, and he zealously fulfilled the will of God. 

During a battle with the Philistines, he vanquished the giant Goliath in single combat, which decided the     
outcome of the war in favor of the Israelites. He endured many things from King Saul, who saw him as a     
favorite of the people and his rival. David, however, showed his own decency and magnanimity. Twice, when 
he had the possibility of killing Saul, he did not do so. 

After Saul and his son perished, David was proclaimed king of the southern part of Israel, and after Saulôs  
second son was killed, he became king of all Israel. He built a new capital, Jerusalem (ñthe City of Peaceò), 
and a new tabernacle. His great wish to build a Temple was not realized. It was foretold to him that his son 
would build the Temple. 

The life of the Prophet David was darkened by a grievous falling: he took Uriahôs wife for himself, and sent 
Uriah to his death in battle. He was also an example of great repentance, humbly and with faith bearing the 
sorrows sent in punishment for his sins. St David gave a model for repentance in Psalm 50/51. King David 
died in great old age with steadfast faith in the coming of the promised Messiah, our Lord Jesus Christ. His 
divinely-inspired Psalter is widely used in the divine services and in personal prayers. (See the Books of Kings 
and Chronicles). 

The holy Prophet-King David is invoked by those facing a difficult situation, such as an interview, etc. 
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   Sts. Constantine & Helen Greek Orthodox Church  

Our Vision:  
 

We are called by our Lord Jesus Christ to be   
united and to strive for Theosis (oneness with 
God).  Our vision at Sts. Constantine and Helen is 
to see every parishioner recognize and 
acknowledge his or her calling; and being         
motivated by love for Christ and faithfulness, live 
the Orthodox Christian life.  

Our Parish Mission Statement:            
 

We    affirm that the ultimate and exclusive 
goal of every Orthodox Christian is        
Theosis.   The mission of our parish is to 
reach out in love to all faithful members, as 
well as to the unchurched Orthodox in our          
community, and to everyone  interested in 
Orthodoxy. We do this to help facilitate 
spiritual growth while intently   focusing on 
the four pillars of Orthodox Christianity: 
Leitourgia (worship), Martyria (witness), 
Koinonia   (fellowship),  and    Diakonia 
(service).  

 Church Information: 
 
 

Phone Number      610-374-7511 
FAX Number      610-374-5890 
www.stsconstantinehelen.org 

Office Hours: 

фΥлл ǘƻ пΥлл 

aƻƴŘŀȅτCǊƛŘŀȅ 

Parish Council: 
 
 

President:   Artie Fecera       610-670-3434 
   E-Mail: afecera@aol.com 
 

Vice President: Chuck Mowbray  610-777-0128 
 

Athan Dialectos,  Harry Dialectos,  Connie Fecera,  
Angel Helm, Nicholas Karetas, Anthony Koumaras,  
Kim Shunk,  Gust Kraras,  Strat Marmarou,  Mike  
Mavreles,  Frank T. Petrakis,  Gus Kotsakis, Tony  
Phyrillas,  Chris Kraras, Chris Dikos 

 
 

Church Staff: 
 

  

 Fr. Thomas Pappalas Home Phone           610-779-7356 
 E-mail address: frtompappalas@gmail.com 
  
Dino Koutroubas Cell Phone         267-575-1335 
            E-Mail address: kkoutroubas@hchc.edu
         
 

Deacon James Elliker Home Phone         610-926-9609 

 
 

 
Volunteers 

 

Philoptochos President, Sharon Whitmanéééwhitmanmrspm@comcast.comééé....   
Sunday School, Tula Donahue ééééééééééééééééééééééééé. 
Adult Choir Director, Ann Kraraséééééééééééééééééééééééé.. 
GOYA Advisor, Margaret Phyrillasé.....éééééééééééééééééééé..... 
Greek Dance Troupe, Esther Ganas-Miranda, aristea1@aol.com ééééééééé... 
Greek School Teacher, Dino Koutroubasééééééééééé.. ...ééééééé.... 
Altar Care, Alan Kachel. Chris Carley, Jim Rohmééééééé.ééééé. éééé.   
Childrenôs Library, Denise Porcaroééééééééééééééééééééééé.. 
Vacation Bible School, Amy Ellikerééééééééééééééééééééééé.. 
Church Bookstore, Chris Dialectosé.610-373-7702é.. and Dawn Medagliaééééé.    
Epistle Readers, Karl Krohnééééééééééééééééééééééééé.....   
Office Volunteers, Kally Englishéééééééééééééééééééééééé...  
(Des Denne, B. Futrick, J. Giovanis, G. Karahalias, F. Ioannidi, S. Ioannidi, E. Ioannidi,    
P. Orphanos, J. Tsakeris, V. Tsakeris, E. Young, R. Zaffary, P. Zampelli, L. Goodhart, 
J. Comins, M. Pettis, M. Sianis, K. Savadelis) 
Knitting Ministry, Fran Ioannidi ééééééééééééééééééééééééé. 
Opportunity House (formerly the Reading Emergency Shelter) Karen Chaknoséééé. 
Order of AHEPA, Chris Wagneréééééééééééééééééééééééé...  
Kitchen Crew, Steve Lecatsasééééééééééééééééééééééééé.. 
Meals on Wheels, Susan Seibert éééééééééééééééééééééééé. 
JOY Advisor, Olivia Szczawinskiééééééééééééééééééééééé..é 
Hope Advisor, Amy Ellikeré..éééééééééééééééééééééééé.é 
Fellowship Hour Coordinator, Vangie McGowanééééééééééééééééé...    
Koleva Coordinator, Mary Pettisééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

717-314-1641 
610-670-9141 
610-376-2184 
610-207-5553 
610-468-1620  
267-575-1335 
610-929-8545 
610-926-2130 
610-913-1223 
610-376-3661 
610-779-5223 
610-372-5695 
 
 
 
610-678-0269 
610-777-7384 
610-775-7171 
610-777-0201 
610-678-5907 
610-777-0376 
610-913-1223 
610-779-1402 
610-678-2712 
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Sunday 

 

 

Monday 

 

Tuesday 

 

Wednesday 

 

Thursday 

 

Friday 

 

Saturday 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

2 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

1 
 
 
 
 
 

4:30-6 Greek Beginner 
6-7:30 Greek Int/Adv 

 

7:00 p.m. Philoptochos 
Board Meeting 

2 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4 
 
 
 
 
 

5 
GOYA trip to Kardiotisa 
Icon/Agia Skepi. Depart 
from Church Parking Lot 
at 8:45 a.m. 

   7th  Sunday of     6 
Luke 

Feast Day of  Synaxis 
of the Archangels 

8:30 a.m. Orthros 
9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
9:45 a.m. Divine Liturgy 
 
GOYA Candy/Decorating 
 
 
 
 

  7   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00 Philoptochos 
Holiday Party at YR Club 
 

8 
 
 

11:00-2:00 Senior 
Citizen PartyðCamp Hill 
  
 
4:30-6 Greek Beginner 
6-7:30 Greek Int/Adv 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Parish Council 

9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Feast Day of     12 
Saint Spyridon 

The Wonder Worker 
 

8:30 am Orthros 
9:30 am Divine Liturgy 
 
 
 
 

        8th Sunday   13 
Of Luke 

8:30 a.m. Orthros 
9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
9:45 a.m. Divine Liturgy 
 
Stewardship Sunday 
GOYA Fundraiser 
Joy/GOYA Christmas 
Caroling 
 
3-5:30 Reading      
Symphony Concert 
ñMessiahò 

14 
9:00 am Vasilopita 
Bakingðall Day 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3:00-5:30 Vasilopita  
Pick-Up 
 
 

Feast of     15 
St. Eleutherios 

8:30 Orthros 
9:30 Divine Liturgy 
 
  
  
 
 
 
4:30-6 Greek Beginner 
6-7:30 Greek Int/Adv 
 
 

16 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

19 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9th Sunday     20 
Off Luke 

8:30 a.m. Orthros 
9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
9:45 a.m. Divine Liturgy 
 
Christmas Pageant 
Rehearsal 
 
GOYA Fundraiser 
 
 
 

               21  

  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30 p.m. Opportunity 
House 

 22 
 
  
 
 
 
 
4:30-6 Greek Beginner 
6-7:30 Greek Int/Adv 
 

6:00 Food Pantry 

23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30 p.m. Vesperal 
Liturgy of St. Basil 
Christmas Pageant 

Feast of the     25 
Nativity 

9:00 a.m. Orthros 
10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy 
 

26 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      13th Sunday  27 
of Luke  

8:30 a.m. Orthros 
9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
9:45 a.m. Divine Liturgy 
 
 
 
4:00 Baptism 
 
4:00-9:00 AHEPA   
Christmas Party 

28 
 

29 

THE FOOD    
PANTRY WILL 

NOT TAKE 
PLACE ON THE 
LAST TUESDAY 

THIS MONTH,BUT 
RATHER ON    

DECEMBER 22ND 

 

30 Eve of the Feasts   31 
of St. Basil the Great 

and New Year 
 
 
 
 
 

6:00 pm Orthros 
7:00 pm Divine Liturgy 
 
9:00 New Yearôs Eve 
Party 
 

  
For Your Convenience,  

The Church Calendar   

can also be accessed  

via our Church Website.  

www.stsconstantinehelen.org  

click on ñCalendarò  

(located on the black bar).  
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WE NEED YOUR HELP! 

In order for our chapter to donate every cent       
received from the Vassilopita dinner, we are   
asking for your donations to help defray our 
costs.  Donations can be sent to the church office 
marked   VASILOPITA.  Make checks payable to 
ñSt Xenia Philoptochos Societyò.  We will be 
grateful for your donation in any amount and will 
acknowledge your support on the day of the    
dinner.  THANK YOU IN ADVANCE! 

VASILOPITA BREAD SALE 

Vasilopita bread baking will take place on Monday, 
December 14th.  To place your order, please note 
the following: 

* Call Elaine Ott at 610-678-4580 after 9:00 am 
daily to place your order. 

* Please speak to Elaine personally; phone 
message orders will not be accepted. 

* The cost is $8.00 per loaf of bread (containing 
a wrapped quarter). 

* If paying in cash, please try to have the exact 
amount.  Make checks payable to ñSt. Xenia 
Philoptochos Societyò. 

* Orders may be picked up in the Church Social 
Hall on December 14th from 3:00 pm to 5:30 
pm.  The bread needs time to cool properly 
before bagging and will not be available for 
pickup before 3:00 pm. 

* Any remaining bread will be sold during      
Fellowship on Sunday, December 20th. 

WE  ARE BAKING ONE DAY ONLY AND BREAD 
WILL BE AVAILABLE ON A FIRST COME,  

FIRST SERVED BASIS.  PLEASE PLACE YOUR 
ORDER EARLY.  THANK YOU! 

            The members of the  

           St. Xenia Philoptochos 
  
wish everyone a Blessed Christmas, 
and a safe, Happy New Year!   
We thank all of you for supporting 
our 2015 charitable works and  

look  forward to your participation in 
  

our 2016 activities  
and events. 

 

 

 

 

Memorial Donations  
September 24, 2015 

 

The parish of Sts.Constantine & Helen is extremely 
grateful to all the people who generously donate 
money in memory of their loved ones. 
 

In Memory of Dan Borzellino 
Ann Borzellino 
 

In Memory of Robert  Care 
Joanne Dialectos, Scott & Angel Helm, Mike & Anna 
Koumaras, Artie & Connie Fecera, Bill & Maria Good 
& Family, Stratos & Irene Hatzistavrakis 
 

In Memory of Polly Gallas, Ann Monos, George 
Zeppos 
Shirley Zeppos 
 

In Memory of Mary Condos Karahalias, Elpida 
Karahalias Rapp and Peter Karahalias 
Gerri Karahalias 
 

In Memory of George Kefalas, Despina           
Karahalias, George Karahalias 
Georgia Kefalas & George Karahalias 
 

In Memory of Spiro Lecatsas 
The Lecatsas Family 
 

In Memory of Ellie Papacosma 
Despina Green 
 

In Memory of Father Spyridon & Presvytera   
Maxine Papademetriou 
John & Despina Frangakis, Anna & Darryl Burkman 
 

In Memory of James Petrakes 
Irene, David & Nikki Becker 
 

In Memory of Rita Petrakis 
Irene, David & Nikki Becker, Mary & Stamati  
Flamporis 
 

In Memory of James, Fotine, Gust, Amelia, 
Christ, John, Stella, Calopi, & Kim Sianis; Nick 
Morris, James Marousi, Antonio & Evrithiki 
Stavrou 
Stella Morris 
 

In Memory of Stratton Stefanowicz 
Mercena, Stephanie & Ed Breen 
 

In Memory of Lambros Sotos 
Antigone Sotos, James & Fani Polyak 
 

In Memory of Jerry Theodossiou 
Joseph & Esther Ganas-Miranda, Angeliki  Ganas,  
Lloyd Herbert,  Charles & Carole Lusch, Constance 
Johns,  Harry & Christine Dialectos Despina Denne 
 

In Memory of James Thomas 
Brian & Joanne Thomas Koch 
 

In Memory of Christo Vardaxis, Sr. and Christo 
Vardaxis, Jr. 
Vasilia and Ralia Vardaxis 
 

In Memory of Margaret Wesner 
Ann Geras, Despina Denne 
 

In Memory of Demostenis Zeppos 
Theodora Griffith о 

Christmas - - To An Eastern Orthodox  

Fr. Edward A. Sadvary 

 ñBehold a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and 
his name shall be called Emmanuel, (translated-God 
with us).ò Isaiah 7:14 

On Christmas Day, ña child is born to us, a son is giv-
en to us, and the government is upon his shoulders; 
and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, 
God the Mighty, the Father of the world to come, the 
Prince of Peace...He shall sit upon the ñthrone of  
David and upon his kingdom, to establish it and 
strengthen it with judgment and with justice, from 
henceforth and forever.ò Isaiah 9:6,7 

When Christ was born in that low and humble 
placeðthe world was ready for His coming, the pure 
womb that was to bear him was prepared. The great 
and awful event awaited by men since the moment of 
that first promise may be worthily recorded only in 
the inspired word of God: ñBeholdò, says the Angel 
Gabriel to Mary, ñThou shalt conceive in thy womb 
and shalt bring forth a son; and thou shall call his 
name Jesus. He shall be great, and shall be called 
the Son of the Most High.ò 

...The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee and the 
power of the Most High shall overshadow thee; and, 
therefore, also the Holy which shall be born of thee 
shall be called the Son of God.ò Luke 1:35  

Centuries before the first Christmas Day, a malignant 
angel had come to a woman (Eve) upon an errand of 
death, and Eveôs disobedience to Godôs command 
which had ensued was the beginning of the sin of the 
world. 

The Archangel Gabriel came to Mary with the     
message of eternal life, and the ready obedience of 
the second Eve gave us Him who is the fountain of 
all grace. 

Now, Mary, who had designed to know no man, had 
been troubled at the announcement of the angel, that 
she should conceive and bear a son. But her fear 
was groundless: The Holy Ghost was to be            
her Spouse, and Mary, still clad in the white veil of 
virginity, was yet to wear the crown of motherhood. 
And Mary said, ñBehold the handmaid of the Lord; be 
it done to me according to thy word.ò 

The obedient submission of Mary gave to the world 
the Divine Redeemer. Now, ñThe Word was made 
flesh.ò The Second Person of the Holy Trinity, God 
the Son, became man. 

Christ, the Son, now Man, came to us in the deepest 
povertyðin greatest humility to be our Redeemerð
Our King. Yes, Christ is King, not only as God,       
but also as Man. He is King, not only by reason of 

perfection of his humanity, not only because He 
has purchased us as His people by redeeming 
us, He is King because His is the Word incarnate. 

He, Christ, has dominion over all creatures,ò   
says St. Cyril of Alexandria, who was the great 
Champion of Orthodoxy against Nestorius ña   
dominion not seized by violence nor usurped, but 
by His essence and nature.ò Psalms 23:7 

In this way with these thoughts do the Eastern 
Christians celebrate the Birth of Christ. The   
Eastern Christian places the greatest importance 
upon the religious aspects of this great Feast 
Day. It is to the Eastern mindða day for rejoicing, 
because on this day, he has received his oppor-
tunity for Eternal Salvation with God in Heaven. 

The feast commemorating the Nativity of Jesus 
Christ (or Christmas) was introduced in the     
middle of the 4th century. It is now almost        
certain that the celebration of Christmas on the 
25th of December is of western origin. The East 
celebrated Christôs Nativity on January 6th, now 
on January 7th. This because the East follows the 
Julian Calendar, which is about two weeks behind 
the present calendar. In the liturgy of the Eastern 
Churches this feast was called Theophany or 
Epiphany. Three things were commemorated: the 
Nativity itself, the Adoration of the Magi, and the 
Baptism of Christ in the River Jordan. 

Later, several of the Eastern Churches began  
introducing the celebration of Christmas on      
December 25th. In the meantime, it seems      
that Western Christians adopted the feast of 
Epiphany, which soon became very popularðand 
is very popular today. 

In the Eastern Churches, the Nativity and        
Adoration of the Shepherds are celebrated on 
Christmas EveðJanuary 6th, the Adoration of the 
Magi on Christmas Day. 

A period of fasting begins 40 days before    
Christmas for Eastern Christians. This period 
does not correspond to the Advent Season of the 
Roman Church; the Eastern Church does not 
know Advent. 

There are two Sundays which prepare the faithful 
Eastern Christian for the great feast of Christmas, 
namely the 2nd Sunday before Christmas, called 
the Sunday of the Fore-Fathers, and the Sunday 
immediately preceding Christmas, called the  
Sunday of the Fathers. 

On Christmas Eve the Church Services are rather 
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long, but they are very beautiful and inspiring. The 
morning of Christmas Eveðthe Church Services 
begin with the Solemn Singing of the Royal 
Hoursðso called because the kings and emperors 
of old always attended these services. 

Following the Royal Hours, the Divine Liturgy of St. 
Basil the Great is celebrated together with the  
Vesper Service for the day. 

On Christmas Eve the Eastern Christian observes 
a very strict fast. Christmas Day begins with          
a  Solemn and Joyful Divine Liturgy usually        
celebrated one minute after midnight. 

Members of the parishes  then visit individual 
homes of the Parishioners singing Christmas    
Carols and greeting one another with the salutation 
ñChrist is Bornò and answering in response, ñPraise 
You Himò. 

Very little importance is given to the exchange of 
gifts or to any commercial thought. For the Eastern 
ChristianðHis Church and His Church Service 
share the Glory of this Day. 

He rejoices this day because Christ is in his 
midstða new born Child with outstretched arms 
begs for his Love and he returns this love in His 
God, his neighbor, his family and his country. 

To the Eastern Christian the birth of Jesus Christ is 
of tremendous importance to his own eternal salva-
tion. Because through the birth of Jesus, God has 
given the food of Life Eternal. 

The food is the  invisible Body and Blood of our 
Lord in visible forms, of bread and wine. 

By the birth of Christ and by the food, the natural 
Son of God made us children of God by adoption. 
He gave us Himself as a symbol and example in all 
things that we may follow his example and win the 
eternal giftsðlife everlasting and endless blissð
which had been lost to us through Eveôs sin and 
which had been restored to us through the birth of 
Christ. 

To the Eastern Christian this is the object of 
Christôs Incarnation and birth. He granted to us His 
Holy Body as food that He may make us, through 
His Birth, his companions, and through our       
nourishment by Him, inheritors of His Kingdom. 

He commanded us, the living, to be steadfast in 
our performance of this remembrance of Him, and 
in remembrance of His benevolence to us until He 
comes again to judge the world. 

This is accomplished through faith by inheritance, 
and by transmission from the living destined to die, 
to the dead, who shall live again by re-generation, 
that salvation may extend to all men. 

In October and November, the Church in          
Guatemala experienced massive events. On one 
Sunday, we had a mass chrismation of 56 people! 
A week later we held a large blessing service for 
the medical clinic in Aguacate, celebrated by His 
Eminence Metropolitan Athenagoras. Thousands 
came to this service from across Guatemala. I 
even got emails from immigrants in the USA,    
saying, ñI saw the pictures of the clinic! I saw my 
family in the photos!ò This shows how far-reaching 
our impact can be through the mission in          
Guatemala. Glory to God! As for myself, I have 
moved from the Pacific Coast up into the       
mountains to live in Aguacate. The priests asked 
me to move so that Aguacate has more assistance. 
I will be a mentor for the pre-seminarians who live 
here; I will be a leader in the parish community by 
doing reader's services when the priest is away; 
and I will assist in the clinic by interpreting for    
mission teams and by teaching English to the 
clinic's administrator, Juana Pascual. Thank you for 
praying for us in Guatemala! 

For more updates and photos, visit 
www.facebook.com/jessebrandow. To support  
Jesse, send donations to OCMC, 220 Mason   

Manatee Way, St. Augustine, FL 32086 (payable to 
OCMC with ñJesse Brandowò in the memo line),   

or visit www.ocmc.org/jessebrandow.  

Guatemala Update  

For this reason, the Church has instituted and cele-
brates daily the Sacrament of the Holy Eucharistðthe 
Divine Liturgyðthe Massðor the Lordôs Supper, which 
serves as a constant reminder to the faithful of the life 
of Christðfrom His birth of His Virgin Mother to His  
Ascensionðreminding us that from our birth to our 
deathðour food for Salvation must be the food brought 
to us through the Birth of Jesusðwhose feast we  
commemorate at this time. 
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Philoptochos  
 Sharon Whitman, President  

 Cindy Petrakis 

IMPORTANT DATESé. 
§ Monday, December 7thðHoliday gathering at 
YRôs. Hope you will be joining us for this enjoyable 
gathering, which begins at 6:00 pm. 

§ Monday, December 14thðPlease help us bake 
our traditional Vasilopita bread beginning at 9:00 
am.  (See special announcement for details about 
ordering your bread.) 

§ Tuesday, December 22ndðFood Pantry Contact 
Joan Giovanis at 610-775-9602 to volunteer for the 
evening.  Letôs support this mission and give those 
in need a joyous Christmas. 

 

Knitting Ministry 

At this time of year we would like to recognize our  
needle workers, who make fine handmade Christmas 
items for our shut-ins, Berks Heim residents, and for 
Life Line.  Headed by Fran Ioannidi, they also make 
spring items for Life Line.  They would love for more 
people to join their group. Ladies, your ñhands onò 
stewardship is much appreciated! 

A joyful and Blessed Christmas to all! 

As we pause to prepare to celebrate the birth of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, we reflect on all the 
good works our Chapter has accomplished this year.  
We are not only the right hand of our church, we   
have branched out into not only our community, but 
nationally and globally.  May our membersô devotion to 
our mission continue into the new year. 

In October, our new president, Sharon Whitman, and  
Des Denne traveled to Boston to attend the National 
Philoptochos Childrenôs Medical Fund Luncheon.  
Over 640 people attended the  luncheon and $169,000 
was donated  to medical  causes benefitting children.  
All the agencies benefitting, attended the luncheon    
to receive their checks.  We  listened to excellent 
speakers and were inspired by Archbishop              
Demetriosôs speech.  He   mentioned that we had   
outgrown our name of ñLove of the Poorò.  He offered 
this expanded definition: ñPhilanthroposò - Love of 
Mankind; ñPhiloxenosò - Friendship to strangers in 
need of hospitality; ñPhiladelphosò - Love of oneôs 
brethren; and ñPhilotheosò - Love of the Lord.  What a 
wonderful  tribute to the work and dedication of the 
more than 26,000 members nationwide who comprise 
our noble organization!  Many thanks to Des for      
taking notes during his speech and contributing the 
expanded definition and final sentence above. 

Community Outreach 

This yearôs ñAngel Treeò was set up in the pangari on 
Sunday, November 22nd.  These angel gifts must be 
returned to Church by Sunday, December 6th.  As was 
the case last year there are two options on this tree.  If 
you were unable to select a gift angel or prefer to 
make a monetary donation the tree will also include 
envelopes to place your donation to purchase gift 
cards for Bridge of Hope, our new project for the year.  
Bridge of Hope is an organization whose mission is  
to end and prevent homelessness for women and   
children with the help of trained mentoring groups  
within congregations and their professional case   
management.  They use a church based approach.  
This group was our program at our November meeting 
and if you missed the meeting you missed learning 
about our new project. 

Remember: You can select an angel and return the 
gift by December 6th or select an envelope,        
enclose your donation, drop in the designated box 

and we will purchase the gift cards. 

Vasilopita Fundraising dinner 

Our Chapterôs Vasilopita dinner will take place on  
Sunday, January 10th during the fellowship hour.  
Did you know that Saint Basilôs was founded in 1944 
and that National Philoptochos purchased the property 
using funds raised during Vasilopita dinners across the 
nation?  Did you know that our organization is the   
major financial donor and property owner?  Check my 
article in January for more facts on Saint Basil. 

Philoptochos Charity (giving) 

§ $100 to Jesse Brandowôs continuing Guatemalan 
mission 

§ $100 in memory of Peter Nikas, husband of past 
Metropolis President, Rosemary Nikas 

§ $200 to Ecumenical Patriarchate 

§ $200 to National Sisterhood of Presvyteres 

§ $1100 to aid the Syrian Refugees on Lesbos and 
Kosða tray was passed, then our club added 
funds (thank you for your generosity) 

 

Philoptochos Philanthrophy (doing) 

§ Helped with churchôs food pantry in November 

§ Served dinner at Opportunity House in November 

§ Baked large orders of post-bazaar bread for our 
Church 

§ Knitted for our December charitable gifts 

http://www.facebook.com/jessebrandow
http://www.ocmc.org/jessebrandow
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Transportation will be provided from Sts. Constantine & Helen Church parking lot.  

Departure will be at 9:30 a.m. Please call the Church Office to reserve a seat. 


