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Martyr Archil II the King of Georgia 

The Holy Martyr Archil II, King of Georgia belonged to the dynasty of the Chosroidoi, and he was a direct     
descendant of the holy emperor St Mirian (+ 342). 

During the reign of Archil II, Georgia was subjected to a devastating invasion by Murvana-Kru (ñthe Wildò), so 
called by the Georgian people for his inexorable cruelty. The position of the Georgian people was desperate, 
and the emperor Archil II, together with his brother Myro, the ruler of Western Georgia, tearfully implored the 
intercession of the Most Holy Theotokos, and She showed forth Her mercy. 

At a battle by the Rivers Abasha and Tskhenis-Tskhali the Georgian forces miraculously gained the victory 
over the significantly superior forces of Murvana-Kru. 

After this victory the emperor Archil II was occupied with the restoration of the Georgian kingdom. He rebuilt 
the city of Nukhpatis, rebuilt ruined churches in Mtskheta and furthered the acceptance of Christianity by many 
of the mountain tribes. But soon Georgia suffered a new Arab invasion with the sudden appearance of       
Dzhidzhum-Asim (Jijum-Asim). Having paid a tribute to the Arabs, the emperor did not expect this invasion. In 
order to deliver the land from new devastation and avert the intrusion of Islam upon it, he deemed it beneficial 
to go himself to Dzhizhum-Asim, and subject formerly independent Georgia to the Arabs, and ask for peace. 
Placing all his hope on the mercy of God and ready to offer up his soul for his holy Faith and for his nation, St 
Archil went to the camp of the Arabs. Dzhidzhum-Asim received him hospitably and promised his suzerainty, 
but insisted on acceptance of Mohammedanism. As the ñGeorgian Chronicleò relates, the holy emperor Archil 
calmly said, ñIt will not be, that I should forsake Christ, the True God, Who for our salvation took upon Himself 
human flesh. I know, if I obey you, then I shall die a spiritual death and shall suffer eternally. If for my firmness 
you put me to death, I shall then rise as did my Lord, and I shall go to Himò. 

Hearing these words, Dzhidzhum-Asim gave orders to seize the confessor and take him off to prison. But    
neither tortures nor promises could make the eighty-year-old emperor Archil apostasize. 

On March 20, 744 the holy emperor Archil was beheaded. The body of the martyr was secretly taken by   
Georgian Christians to the locale Ertso and buried in Kakhetia, in the Notkor church built by the holy emperor 
himself. м 
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   Sts. Constantine & Helen Greek Orthodox Church  

Our Vision:  
 

We are called by our Lord Jesus Christ to be   
united and to strive for Theosis (oneness with 
God).  Our vision at Sts. Constantine and Helen is 
to see every parishioner recognize and 
acknowledge his or her calling; and being         
motivated by love for Christ and faithfulness, live 
the Orthodox Christian life.  

Our Parish Mission Statement:            
 

We    affirm that the ultimate and exclusive 
goal of every Orthodox Christian is        
Theosis.   The mission of our parish is to 
reach out in love to all faithful members, as 
well as to the unchurched Orthodox in our          
community, and to everyone  interested in 
Orthodoxy. We do this to help facilitate 
spiritual growth while intently   focusing on 
the four pillars of Orthodox Christianity: 
Leitourgia (worship), Martyria (witness), 
Koinonia   (fellowship),  and    Diakonia 
(service).  

 Church Information: 
 
 

Phone Number      610-374-7511 
FAX Number      610-374-5890 
www.stsconstantinehelen.org 

Office Hours: 

фΥлл ǘƻ пΥлл 

aƻƴŘŀȅτCǊƛŘŀȅ 

Parish Council: 
 
 

President:   Artie Fecera       610-670-3434 
   E-Mail: afecera@aol.com 
 

Vice President: Chuck Mowbray  610-777-0128 
 

Athan Dialectos,  Harry Dialectos,  Connie Fecera,  
Angel Helm, Nicholas Karetas, Anthony Koumaras,  
Kim Shunk,  Gust Kraras,  Strat Marmarou,  Mike  
Mavreles,  Frank T. Petrakis,  Gus Kotsakis, Tony  
Phyrillas,  Chris Kraras, Chris Dikos 

 
 

Church Staff: 
 

  

 Fr. Thomas Pappalas Home Phone           610-779-7356 
 E-mail address: frtompappalas@gmail.com   
Dino Koutroubas, Pastoral Assistant        267-575-1335 
            E-Mail address: kkoutroubas@hchc.edu
         

Deacon James Elliker, Home Phone         610-926-9609 
Barbara Daigle, Secretary, Office Phone     610-374-7511 
    E-Mail address: office@stsconstantinehelen.org 

 

 
                       Parish Organizations 

 

Philoptochos President, Sharon Whitmanéééwhitmanmrspm@comcast.comééé....   
Sunday School, Tula Donahue ééééééééééééééééééééééééé. 
Adult Choir Director, Ann Kraraséééééééééééééééééééééééé.. 
GOYA Advisor, Margaret Phyrillasé.....éééééééééééééééééééé..... 
Greek Dance Troupe, Esther Ganas-Miranda, aristea1@aol.com ééééééééé... 
Greek School Teacher, Dino Koutroubasééééééééééé.. ...ééééééé.... 
Altar Care, Alan Kachel. Chris Carley, Jim Rohmééééééé.ééééé. éééé.   
Childrenôs Library, Denise Porcaroééééééééééééééééééééééé.. 
Vacation Bible School, Amy Ellikerééééééééééééééééééééééé.. 
Church Bookstore, Chris Dialectosé.610-373-7702é.. and Dawn Medagliaééééé.    
Epistle Readers, Karl Krohnééééééééééééééééééééééééé.....   
Office Volunteers, Kally Englishéééééééééééééééééééééééé...  
(Des Denne, B. Futrick, J. Giovanis, G. Karahalias, F. Ioannidi, S. Ioannidi, E. Ioannidi,    
P. Orphanos, V. Tsakeris, E. Young, R. Saraceni, P. Zampelli, L. Goodhart, J. Comins,  
M. Pettis, M. Sianis, K. Savadelis, V. Petrakis) 
Knitting Ministry, Fran Ioannidi ééééééééééééééééééééééééé. 
Opportunity House (formerly the Reading Emergency Shelter) Karen Chaknoséééé. 
Order of AHEPA, Chris Wagneréééééééééééééééééééééééé...  
Kitchen Crew, Steve Lecatsasééééééééééééééééééééééééé.. 
Meals on Wheels, Susan Seibert éééééééééééééééééééééééé. 
JOY Advisor, Olivia Szczawinskiééééééééééééééééééééééé..é 
Hope Advisor, Amy Ellikeré..éééééééééééééééééééééééé.é 
Fellowship Hour Coordinator, Vangie McGowanééééééééééééééééé...    
Koleva Coordinator, Mary Pettisééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

717-314-1641 
610-670-9141 
610-376-2184 
610-207-5553 
610-468-1620  
267-575-1335 
610-929-8545 
610-926-2130 
610-913-1223 
610-376-3661 
610-779-5223 
610-372-5695 
 
 
 
610-678-0269 
610-777-7384 
610-775-7171 
610-777-0201 
610-678-5907 
610-777-0376 
610-913-1223 
610-779-1402 
610-678-2712 
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Sunday 
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Tuesday 

 

Wednesday 

 

Thursday 
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1 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 
 
 
 

4 
 
3:00 p.m.ð7:00 p.m. 
Eastern District GOYA 
Soccer Tournament 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       Sunday of the      5 
Blind Man 

8:30 a.m. Orthros 
9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
9:45 a.m. Divine Liturgy 
 
Sunday School/Greek 
School Graduation 
 
General Assembly 
 
12:30 Philoptochos End 
of Year Dinner 

6   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 7 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

     8 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Feast Day of the   9 
Holy Ascension  

of our Lord 
8:30 a.m. Orthros 
9:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10 
 
GOYA Discussion with 
Ted Cherpas 
 
 
 
 
 

11 
1:00 p.m. Wedding 
2:00 p.m. Baptism 

         Fathers of the  12 
1st Ecumenical Council 
8:15 a.m. Orthros 
9:15 a.m. Divine Liturgy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00 YAL Paraklesis & 
Dinner at Mimmoôs 

13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

14 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 Parish Council 

15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

16 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

17 
 
 
 
 

Saturday     18 
of the Souls 

8:30 a.m. Orthros 
9:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy    
 
1:00 Baptism 
 

Holy Pentecost 19 
Fatherõs Day 

8:15 a.m. Orthros 
9:15 a.m. Divine Liturgy 
 
  
 
 
 

                  20
  

  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
6:30 p.m. Opportunity 
House 

 21 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

22 
 
 
 
 
 

                                23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

24 
 
 
 
 
 
 

25 
 
 
 
 
 

 All Saints        26 
8:15 a.m. Orthros 
9:15 a.m. Divine Liturgy 
 
 
 
 
 

27 
 
 
 
 
 

28 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

No Food Pantry  

29 
8:30 a.m. Orthros 
9:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy    

 
 
 
 
 

 

30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7:00 Reading Fightinô 
Phils 

  For Your Convenience,  

The Church Calendar   

can also be accessed  

via our Church Website.  

www.stsconstantinehelen.org  

click on ñCalendarò              

located on the black bar).  
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CŀǘƘŜǊ ¢ƻƳ ±ŀŎŀǝƻƴ 
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Summer Hours  

Summer Hours begin on Sunday, June 12th   
& continue through Sunday, September 4th.         

    Orthros will begin at 8:15 a.m.  

     Divine  Liturgy at 9:15 a.m.  
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Mother of the Year: 

Rena Hatzistavrakis 
What Mother meansé  

The meaning of being a mother is virtually endless. 
A mother is a protector, disciplinarian and friend.   
A  mother is a selfless, loving human who must 
sacrifice many of her wants and needs for the 
wants and needs of her children. A mother works 
hard to make sure her child is equipped with        
the knowledge, skills and abilities to make it as a    
competent human being. Being a mother is        
perhaps the hardest, most rewarding job a woman 
will ever experience. Being a mother means you 
will love your child unconditionally. Being a mother 
means being there to teach your child important 
rules and roles of life, from being an empathetic 
human   being to learning how to be responsible of 
one's actions. A mother will help guide their child   
to figure out their goals and values in life as well   
as teach them the importance of an education, 
manners and of course, their faith.  

Our mother is all of this and so much more.  

Rena Hatzistavrakis was born in Mitilini (Lesvos) 
Greece on August 24th. She lived on the island with 
her  parents and younger sister until she was 18 
years old when she moved to Athens to go to     
college. After two years she met our father Stratos 
Hatzistavrakis who is also from Mitilini and decided 
to move to South Africa where he was living and 
working. They got married on February 10, 1973. 
They stayed in South Africa for 6 years. In 1979 
they moved to the United States to start a new life 
with endless possibilities. After trying to start a  
family for 8 years my mother was finally pregnant 

with her first child (her daughter Rhea) and a       
few months after, she was blessed to be pregnant 
with her second child (her son Harry).  At that point 
their lives changed in a way they couldnôt even   
imagine. Harry was born 3 months early and soon 
after had complications and was diagnosed with     
cerebral palsy.  

My mother has shown my brother and me endless 
love and devotion. Having two children only 10 
months apart was very challenging. Despite knowing 
limited English at the time, having one child with so 
many special needs and the other being an active 
and curious toddler, my motherôs love was constant 
and abundant. She never let either of us want for 
anything. We were each given so much love and  
attention. She made sure she taught us about our 
Greek heritage, the Greek language and our Greek 
Orthodox religion. My mother is very religious and 
whole heartedly believes in and loves God. Her   
beliefs and spiritual upbringing gives her the      
courage and strength to keep going each day with 
our familyôs  daily challenges. Her faith has kept her 
strong in    the most challenging of times. Even now 
being a grandmother to her  grandson Theo, she 
does  everything from babysitting, making his home 
cooked food and teaching him as much as she   
possibly can.  

Even though she is unable to attend church regularly 
due to her needs at home, she still watches and      
listens to services on the radio and/or Greek         
television. Whenever asked she always lends a  
helping hand to our church. She never hesitates in 
preparing some of her delicious Greek food when 
needed. 

Renaôs devotion, sacrifice and love is what makes 
her a great grandmother, mother, wife, daughter and 
Greek Orthodox Christian. I only hope to one day be 
as an amazing mother as she has been to me, my 
brother and my entire family.   

Nectaria Antonellos, daughter 

For Your Convenience,  

The Weekly Bulletin and ECHO  
can now be accessed  

via our Church Website.  
Go to: www.stsconstantinehelen.org  

For Bulletins:  

click on ñAbout Usò (located on left side of black bar)  

Then click on ñWeekly Bulletinsò 

For ECHO:  

Click on ñECHOò (located on right side of black bar) 
 

Search the list for the Bulletin or ECHO              
you want to view 

There will be  

NO  

FOOD PANTRY 

in  

June!! 

о 
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Memorial Donations  
May 2420, 2016 

 

The parish of Sts. Constantine and Helen            
is extremely grateful to all the people who       
generously donate money in memory of their 
loved ones. 
 

In Memory of Angeliki Dialectos 
Harry & Christine Dialectos 
 

In Memory of Amalia Edwards 
Stanley Theodossioui 
 

In Memory of Maria Efstathiou 
Dimitrios & Petroula Mitsiopoulos 
 

In Memory of Ignatius Kageos 
Estella Kageos & Children 
 

In Memory of Anastasios Gregory & Christos 
Kambakis 
Constance Johns 
 

In Memory of Katherine Katsigiannis 
Leon & Rosemarie Miller, Phyllis & Lee           
Steigerwalt, Maria Karahalias, Stratton & Sarah 
Yatron,  Marian Cheri 
 

In Memory of Elefteria Kolevas 
Pantelis & Maria Patestas 
 

In Memory of Sis Mantis 
Marian Cheri 
 

In Memory of Minnie Mavreles & Helen Nickels 
Patricia Mavreles 
 

In Memory of Dora Nigrelli & Georgia Earhart 
Estella Kageos 
 

In Memory of Mary Sattler 
Anne Lesko, Domenic & Pamela Parenti, Mary 
Thompson, Marian Cheri,  Gary & Susan Leffler, 
Ann Geras, Henry Koehler 
 

In Memory of Lambros Sotos  
Antigone Sotos 
 

In Memory of Stratton Stefanowicz 
Mercena, Stephanie & Ed Breen 
 

In Memory of William Thomas 
Strat Marmarou, Stratton & Sarah Yatron 
 

In Memory of Demostenis A. Zeppos 
Dimitrios & Petroula Mitsiopoulos 
 

In Memory of Hariklia Zervanos 
Jim & Christine Georgeadis, Stamati & Mary 
Flamporis 
 

 This year, there will be 
postgame discussions 
with some baseball 
players about their 
faith.  This optional 
gathering welcomes 
any of  our group.  

Complimentary tickets are 
available for our church     
parishioners for a fun night at 
the Reading Fightin Phils on 
Thursday, June 30, 2016.  
Come out and enjoy an 
evening of fun with your  
family, and treat yourself to 
exciting post game fireworks!    

 

 

To reserve your                     
complimentary tickets, please 

contact Ann Kraras 
(annkraras@comcast.net  or  

610-376-2184)                           
by Friday, June 24                  

with  the exact number of       
tickets needed.                         
Arrangements for                     

ticket pick-up will be made    
when you contact Ann. 

   /ŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ¸ƻǳǊ CŀƛǘƘ bƛƎƘǘ 
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Thursday,  

June 30  

 

 

 


