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Sts. Constantine and Helen Greek Orthodox Church 
1001 East Wyomissing Boulevard 
Reading, PA  19611 
 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

NON-PROFIT 
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Saint Thais lived in Egypt in the fifth century. Left an orphan after the death of her wealthy parents, she led a pious life, distrib-
uting her wealth to the poor, and she gave shelter to pilgrims on her estate. She decided that she would never marry, but would 
devote her life to serving Christ. 

After spending all her inheritance, Thais was tempted to acquire more money by any means, and began to lead a sinful life. The 
Elders of Sketis near Alexandria heard of her fall, and asked Saint John the Dwarf (November 9) to go to Thais and persuade 
her to repent. ñShe was kind to us,ò they said, ñnow perhaps we can help her. You, Father, are wise. Go and try to save her 
soul, and we will pray that the Lord will help you.ò 

The Elder went to her home, but Thaisôs servant did not want to allow him into the house. Saint John said, ñTell your mistress 
that I have brought her something very precious.ò Thais, knowing that the monks sometimes found pearls at the shore, told her 
servant to admit the visitor. Saint John sat down and looked her in the face, and then began to weep. Thais asked him why he 
was crying. ñHow can I not weep,ò he asked, ñwhen you have forsaken your Bridegroom, the Lord Jesus Christ, and are pleas-
ing Satan by your deeds?ò 

The Elderôs words pierced the soul of Thais like a fiery arrow, and at once she realized how sinful her present life had become. 
In fear, she asked him if God would accept the repentance of a sinner like her. Saint John replied that the Savior awaited her 
repentance. That is why He came, to seek and to save the perishing. ñHe will welcome you with love,ò he said, ñand the angels 
will rejoice over you. As the Savior said Himself, one repentant sinner causes the powers of Heaven to rejoice (Luke 15:7). 

A feeling of repentance enveloped her, and regarding the Elderôs words as a call from the Lord Himself to return to Him, Thais 
trembled and thought only of finding the path of salvation. She stood up and left her house without speaking to her servants, 
and without making any sort of disposition of her property, so that even Saint John was amazed. 

Following Saint John into the wilderness, she hastened to return to God through penitence and prayer. Night fell, and the Elder 
prepared a place for Thais to lay down and sleep. He made a pillow for her from the sand, and he went off somewhat farther, 
and went to sleep after his evening prayers. 

In the middle of the night, he was wakened by a light coming down from the heavens to the place where Thais was at rest. In 
the radiant light he saw holy angels bearing her soul to Paradise. When he went over to Thais, he found her dead. 

Saint John prayed and asked God to reveal to him whether Thais had been saved. An angel of God appeared and told him, 
ñAbba John, her one hour of repentance was equal to many years, because she repented with all her soul, and a compunction-
ate heart.ò 

After burying the body of the saint, Saint John returned to Sketis and told the monks what had happened. All offered thanks to 
God for His mercy toward Thais who, like the wise thief, repented in a single moment. 
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   Sts. Constantine & Helen Greek Orthodox Church  

Our Mission Statement: 

We are called by our Lord Jesus Christ to love God and our neighbor, to become one as a community 
of believers and to strive for theosis (oneness with God). Our Mission as a parish is to acknowledge 
and embrace our Lordôs calling and by doing so live our life daily guided by the four pillars of Orthodox 
Christianity: Litourgia (worship), Martyria (witness), Koinonia   (fellowship),  and    Diakonia (service).   

 

Church Information: 
 
 

Phone Number      610-374-7511 
FAX Number      610-374-5890 
www.stsconstantinehelen.org 

Office Hours: 

9:00 to 4:00 

Monday - Friday 

Parish Council: 
 
 

President:   Artie Fecera       610-670-3434 
   E-Mail: afecera@aol.com 
 

Vice President: Chuck Mowbray  610-777-0128 
 

Athan Dialectos, Chris Dikos, Connie Fecera, 
Angel Helm, Nick Karetas, Gus Kotsakis, Christ 
Kraras, Gust Kraras, Mike Mavreles, Strat   
Marmarou, Shawn Moliatu, Tony Phyrillas, Kim 
Shunk, Chris Wagner and Christy Weeber 

 
 

Clergy & Church Staff: 
  

 Fr. Thomas Pappalas Home Phone   610-779-7356 
       E-mail address: frtompappalas@gmail.com 
  
Deacon James Elliker Home Phone    610-926-9609 
 

Dino Koutroubas, Pastoral Assistant   267-575-1335 
      E-Mail address:  kkoutroubas@hchc.edu         

Barbara Daigle, Secretary                   610-374-7511 

       E-Mail address: office@stsconstantinehelen.org 

 

Parish Organizations 
 

Philoptochos President, Sharon Whitmanéééwhitmanmrspm@comcast.net...éé.   

Choir Director, Ann Krarasééééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
Chanters, Gust Kraras, Dino Koutroubas, Evangelos Moutafis 
Congregational Singing, Presv. Anne, Evan Zervanos, Dn. Jim Elliker, Dino Koutroubas,   
Angeliki Miranda 
Sunday School, Marisa Hunsickeréééé..ééééééééééééééééééé. 
Liturgical Music Teachers: Presvytera Anne Pappalas, Mary Dialectos 
Greek School Teacher, Dino Koutroubasééééééééééé.. ...ééééééé.... 
Greek Dance Troupe, Esther Ganas-Miranda, aristea1@aol.com éééééééééé 
GOYA Advisor, Margaret Phyrillasé.....éééééééééééééééééééé..... 
JOY Advisor, Dino Koutroubas ..ééééééééééééééééééééééé..é 
Hope Advisor, Amy Ellikeré..ééééééééééééééééé.ééééééé.é. 
Vacation Bible School, Marisa Hunsickeréééééééééééééééééééé... 
Stewardship Chairman, Steve Lecatsas 
Order of AHEPA, George Giovanisééééééééééééééééééééééé..  
Fellowship Hour Coordinator, Vangie McGowanééééééééééééééééé...    
Koleva Coordinator, Mary Pettiséééééééééééééééééééééééé... 
Altar Care, Alan Kachel. Peter Patestas, Jim Rohmééééééééééé...éééé..   
Epistle Readers, Karl Krohnééééééééééééééééééééééééé......   
Church Bookstore, Chris Dialectosé.610-373-7702 and Dawn Medaglia 610-376-3661 
Childrenôs Library, Denise Porcaroééééééééééééééééééééééé.. 
Office Volunteers, ééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé.....  
(Des Denne, B. Futrick, J. Giovanis, G. Karahalias, F. Ioannidi, S. Ioannidi, E. Ioannidi,    
P. Orphanos, V. Tsakeris, R. Saraceni, P. Zampelli, L. Goodhart, J. Comins, M. Pettis,       
M. Sianis, V. Petrakis, M. Cheri, A. Simotas) 
Opportunity House (formerly the Reading Emergency Shelter) Karen Chaknoséééé.. 
Knitting Ministry, Fran Ioannidi éééééééééééééééééééééééé.. 
Kitchen Crew, Steve Lecatsasééééééééééééééééééééééééé.. 

 

610-741-6209 
610-376-2184 
 
 
 
610-376-2927 
 
267-575-1335 
610-468-1620  
610-207-5553 
267-575-1335 
610-913-1223 
610-376-2927 
610-777-0201 
610-775-9602 
610-779-1402 
610-678-2712 
610-779-5223 
610-751-1838 
 
610-372-5695 
 
 
 
 
610-777-7384 
610-223-3898 
610-777-0201 
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Sunday 

 

 

Monday 

 

Tuesday 

 

Wednesday 

 

Thursday 

 

Friday 

 

Saturday 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5:45-6:50  p.m.Greek 
School  Youth  
 

 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  6 
 

Feast of St. Irene  5 
The Great Martyr 

8:30 a.m. Orthros 
9:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy 
 
9:00 a.m.ð1:00 p.m. 
Soccer Tournamentð
Holy Trinity Camp Hill 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Sunday of the     6       
Samaritan Woman 

8:30 a.m. Orthros 
9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
9:45 a.m. Divine Liturgy 
Artoclasia for St. Xenia 
 
GOYA Gathering & 
Board Nominations 
 
6:00 p.m. JOY Pizza & 
Movie Night (ñFinding 
Nemoò) 

7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30-6:35 p.m.Greek  
School (Younger) 
6:15-7:30  p.m.Greek 
School (Older) 

8     
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 5:45-6:50 p.m.Greek  
School Youth  

7:00 p.m. Parish Council 

9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12   
 
11:00  a.m. Blessing of 
the Animals 
 
12:00 p.m. Paraklesis to 
the Theotokos at St. 
Matthewôs with the 
Kardiotissa Icon 
 
 

Sunday of the Blind  13 
 Man & Motherõs Day 

8:30 a.m. Orthros 
9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
9:45 a.m. Divine Liturgy 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30-6:35 p.m.Greek  
School (Younger) 
6:15-7:30  p.m.Greek 
School (Older) 
 

15 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
5:45-6:50 p.m.Greek  
School Youth  

16 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Feast of the    17 

Holy Ascension 
8:30 a.m. Orthros 
9:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy 
 
 
 
 
 
 

18 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 

19 
 
 
 

 

 

Fathers of the       20 
Ecumenical Council 

8:30 a.m. Orthros 
9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
9:45 a.m. Divine Liturgy 
 
National AHEPA Sunda 
 
 
 
 
5:00 p.m. Great Vespers 

east Day of Sts.21 
Constantine & Helen 

8:30 a.m. Orthros 
9:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy 
 
5:30-6:35 Greek (Younger) 
6:15-7:30 Greek (Older) 
(Last Day) 

 
6:00 p.m. AHEPA 
Scholarship Banquetð
Crowne Plaza 
 
6:30 p.m. Opportunity House 

22 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 5:45-6:50 p.m.Greek  
School Youth  
 

 

23 
 

24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

25 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Saturday of Souls26 
8:30 a.m. Orthros 
9:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy 
 
 

HOLY PENTECOST 27 
8:30 a.m. Orthros 
9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
9:45 a.m. Divine Liturgy 
 
 

    28 
9:a.m.Memorial Services 
Forest Hills Cemetery 
 
11:00 Memorial Services 
Charles Evans Cemetery 
 
 
 
 

 
No Greek School 
 
 

29 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5:45-6:50 Greek School 
Youth - (Last Day) 

 
6:00 p.m. Food Pantry 

30    

May  

The Weekly Bulletin and ECHO  
can be accessed via our Church Website.  

Go to: www.stsconstantinehelen.org  
For Bulletins:  

click ñBulletinsò (located on right side of black bar)  
Then click on ñWeekly Bulletinsò 

For ECHO:  
Click ñBulletinsò (located on right side of black bar) 

Click on the current year 
 

Search the list for the Bulletin/ECHO you want  

mailto:whitmanmrspm@comcast.net
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Memorial Donations  
April 23, 2017 

The parish of Sts. Constantine and Helen is ex-
tremely grateful to all the people who generously 
donate money in memory of their loved ones. 

In Memory of Doris Baxewanis 
Stam & Joyce Zervanos 
 

In Memory of Christopher Carley 
David, Vlacia, Andrew and Alexis Campbell, Mike 
& Anastasia Mavreles, Mercena, Stephanie, Javier 
& Ed Breen, Vlacia Tsakeris, Cathy Tsakeris, John 
Rogowski, Jillian, Elena & Zach, Vasilia Vardaxis,  
Dean & Sharon Whitman, Bernie & Tula Donahue, 
Dionisios & Maria Kotsakis, Mike, Pam & Family, 
George & Joan Giovanis, George & Shirleen 
Yatron, Glenn Stefanowicz & Julie Mader, Dennis 
& Christine Lis, Wyomissing Area JSHS Math   
Department, Mike & Elizabeth Miller, Esther       
Anderson David & Vlacia Campbell, Earl & Enid 
Bansner, Steven, Lisa, Sam & Emily Bansner,  
Anna Carley, Scott & Crisanne Bansner, Marian 
Cheri, Helen Dalavaris, Joanne Dialectos, James 
& Roula Elliker, John & Despina Frangakis,      
Patricia & Michael Gordon, Scott & Angel Helm &  
Family, John & Fran Ioannidi & Daughters, Mr. & 
Mrs. Pavlos Kitixis, George Krallis, Mr. & Mrs.   
Anthony Krallis, Dawn Medaglia, Paul & Mary Ann 
Yankowsky, Evan & Sandra Zervanos, Anna & 
Darryl Burkman, John & Megan Rohm, Chris & 
Ann Kraras, Michael & Elizabeth Miller, Jim & Zoe 
Sianis, Marilyn Holden, Shirley Tripolitis, Leon & 
Rosemarie Miller, Artie & Connie Fecera, Nicholas 
& Alice Karetas, Strat & Joanne Marmarou, Kathy 
& Jim Rohm, Daniel & Demetria Chupak, Joshua, 
Christian, Jennifer, Ethan, Jonah & Adalynn 
Chupak, Stam & Joyce Zervanos 

In Memory of Michael Daniels 

Dimitrios & Petroula Mitsiopoulos 
 

In Memory of Helen & Stratton Koumaras 
Barbara Futrick 
 

In Memory of Michael Sirak 
Marilyn Holden & Family 
 

In Memory of Stratton Stefanowicz 
Mercena, Stephanie & Ed Breen, Mr. & Mrs. Scott 
Bansner 
In Memory of Christos & Christos Vardaxis 
Vasilia & Ralia Vardaxis 
 

In Memory of Gus Yatron 
Helen Tsintolas 
 

In Memory of Brothers, Sisters & Parents:    
Ignatios, Stavros, Myrsini, Haralambos, Irene & 
George 
Stratos & Irene Hatzistavrakis 

Father of the Year 
The procedure for the selection of the Father of  the 
Year recognition is as follows:  A committee com-
posed of the Parish Priest, Council President, 
Philoptochos President and a past recipient will  
select three individuals who are equally worthy of 
the award.  The final selection will then be made by 
lottery.  In addition to the committee selecting its 
own nominations, we are also seeking nominations 
from our Parishioners.  If there is someone you 
wish to nominate, please fill out the form below and 
return it to the church office by June 3.  The major 
criterion for receiving this award is participation in 
the total life of our Parish, particularly its religious 
life.  Other considerations may include such items 
as volunteer work both within Parish and in the 
community, childrenôs activity in the life of the 
church, participation in Church organizations, and 
other evidence of devotion to our Church.  We are 
looking forward to many nominations.  Please take 
the time to nominate your ñfavoriteò mother for this 
recognition. 

 

Father of the Year Nomination Form 
(Please return to the Church Office by June 3, 2018) 

 

I wish to nominate ________________________ 

for this yearôs Father of the Year recognition for the 

following reasons: (please use criteria listed above) 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________ 
 

Nominated by: ____________________________ 
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the shield of faith with which you will be able to 
quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one. And take 
the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, 
which is the word of God; praying always with all 
prayer and supplications in the Spirit, being watchful 
to this end with all perseverance and supplication for 
all the saints.ò Ephesians 6:10-18 

Finding the PATH TO SALVATION: 

ñJesus said to him, óI am the way , the truth, and the 
life; No one comes to the Father except through 
Me.ôò John 14:6  

ñBelieve on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be 
saved, you and your household.ò Acts 16:31 

ñIf you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and 
believe in your heart that God has raised Him from 
the dead, you will be saved.ò Romans 10:9 

Finding FORGIVENESS in times of CONVICTION: 

ñôCome now and let us reason togetherô, says the 
Lord, óThough your sins are as scarlet, they will be 
as white as snow; Though they are red like crimson, 
they will be like wool.ôò Isaiah 1:18 

ñBut if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we 
have fellowship with one another, and the blood of 
Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin. If we 
say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and 
the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, He is 
faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness.ò I John 1:7-9 

Finding GUIDANCE when making DECISIONS: 

ñIf any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who 
gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will 
be given to him. But let him ask in faith, with no 
doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea 
driven and tossed by the wind.ò James 1:5-6 

ñTrust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean 
on your own understanding. In all your ways 
acknowledge Him and He will make your paths 
straight.ò Proverbs 3:5-6 

Finding PEACE in times of TURMOIL: 

ñThe steadfast of mind You will keep in perfect 
peace. Trust in the Lord forever, for in God the Lord, 
we have an everlasting rock.ò Isaiah 26:3-4 

ñBe anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer 
and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests 
be made known to God; and the peace of God, 
which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and mind through Christ Jesus.ò Philippians 
4:6-7 

Finding COMFORT when you are LONELY: 

ñThe Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. He makes 
me to lie down in green pastures. He leads me      
beside the still waters. He restores my soul. He leads 
me in the paths of righteousness for His nameôs    
sake. Yea, though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no evil for You are with 
me. Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me. You 
prepare a table before me in the presence of my   
enemies. You anoint my head with oil. My cup runs 
over. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all 
the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the 
Lord forever.ò Psalm 23:1-6  

ñLet your conduct be without covetousness; be     
content with such things as you have. For He Himself 
has said, óI will never leave you nor forsake you.ô So 
we may boldly say: óThe Lord is my helper; I will not 
fear. What can man do to me?ôò Hebrews 13:5-6 

Finding COMFORT when you are TROUBLED: 

ñBlessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of mercies and the God of all   
comfort, who comforts us in all our tribulation, that we 
may be able to comfort those who are in any trouble, 
with the comfort with which we ourselves are       
comforted by God. For as the sufferings of Christ 
abound in us, so our consolation also abounds 
through Christ.ò II Corinthians 1:3-5 

ñLikewise the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. 
For we do not know what we should pray for as we 
ought, but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for 
us with groanings which cannot be uttered. Now He 
who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the 
Spirit is, because He makes intercession for the 
saints according to the will of God. And we know that 
all things work together for good to those who love 
God, to those who are the called according to His 
purpose.ò  Romans 8:26-28 

Finding COURAGE when FEARFUL: 

ñFinally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the 
power of His might. Put on the whole armor of God, 
that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the 
devil. For we do no wrestle against flesh and blood, 
but against principalities, against powers, against the 
rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual 
hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.      
Therefore, take up the whole armor of God, that you 
may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having 
done all, to stand. Stand therefore, having girded 
your waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of 
righteousness, and having shod your feet with the 
preparation of the gospel of peace; above all, taking  

What Does The Bible Say About...  
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Finding PROTECTION in times of DANGER: 
 

ñHe who dwells in the secret place of the Most High 
shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty. I will 
say of the Lord, óHe is my refuge and my fortress; 
My God, in Him I will trust.ô Surely He shall deliver 
you from the snare of the fowler, and from the     
perilous pestilence. He shall cover you with His 
feathers, and under His wings you shall take refuge; 
his truth shall be your shield and buckler. You shall 
not be afraid of the terror by night, nor of the arrow 
that flies by day, nor of the pestilence that walks in 
darkness, nor of the destruction that lays waste at 
noon day. A thousand may fall at your side, and ten 
thousand at your right hand; but it shall not come 
near you. Only with your eyes shall you look, and 
see the reward of the wicked. Because you have 
made the Lord, who is my refuge, even the Most 
High, your dwelling place, no evil shall befall you, 
nor shall any plague come near your dwelling; for 
He shall give His angels charge over you, to keep 
you in all your ways. In their hands they shall bear 
you up, lest you dash your foot against a stone. You 
shall tread upon the lion and the cobra, the young 
lion and the serpent you shall trample underfoot.  
Because he has set his love upon me, therefore I 
will deliver him; I will set him on high, because he 
has known my name; he shall call upon me and I will 
answer him; I will be with him in trouble; I will deliver 
him and honor him. With long life I will satisfy him, 
and show him my   salvation.ò Psalm 91:1-16 

 

ñI will lift up my eyes to the hillsðfrom whence 
comes my help? My help comes from the Lord who 
made heaven and earth. He will not allow your foot 
to be moved; He who keeps you will not slumber. 
Behold, He who keeps Israel shall neither slumber 
nor sleep. The Lord is your keeper. The Lord is your 
shade at your right hand. The sun shall not strike 
you by day, nor the moon by night. The Lord shall 
preserve you from all evil; He shall preserve your 
soul. The Lord shall preserve your going out        
and your coming in from this time forth, and even 
forevermore.ò Psalm 121:1-8 

 

Finding RELIEF when you are SUFFERING: 

ñConcerning this thing I pleaded with the Lord three 
times that it might depart from me. And He said to 
me, ôMy grace is sufficient for you, for my strength is 
made perfect in weaknessô. Therefore, most gladly I 
will rather boast in my infirmities, that the power of 
Christ may rest upon me. Therefore, I take pleasure 
in infirmities, in reproaches, in needs, in persecu-
tions, in distresses, for Christôs sake. For when I am 
weak, then I am strong.ò II Corinthians 12:8-10 

ñFor consider Him who endured such hostility from 
sinners against Himself, lest you become weary and 
discouraged in your souls. You have not yet resisted 
to bloodshed, striving against sin. And you have   
forgotten the exhortation which speaks to you as 
sons. óMy son, do not despise the chastening of the 
Lord, nor be discouraged when you are rebuked by 
Him; For whom the Lord loves, He chastens, and 
scourges every son whom He receives.ô If you      
endure chastening, God deals with you as with sons, 
for what son is there whom a father does not     
chasten? But if you are without chastening, of which 
all have become partakers, then you are illegitimate 
and not sons. Furthermore, we have had human   
fathers who corrected us, and we paid them respect. 
Shall we not much more readily be in subjection to 
the Father of spirits and live? For they indeed for a 
few days chastened us as seemed best to them, but 
He for our profit, that we may be partakers of His  
holiness. Now no chastening seems to be joyful for 
the present, but painful; nevertheless, afterward it 
yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness for those 
who have been trained by it. Therefore strengthen 
the hands which hang down, and the feeble knees, 
and make straight paths for your feet, so that what is 
lame may not be dislocated, but rather be healed.ò 
Hebrews 12:3-13 

Finding REST when you are WEARY: 

ñCome to me all you who labor and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and 
learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and 

you will find rest for your souls.ò Matthew 11:28-29 

Finding STRENGTH in times of TEMPTATION: 

ñBlessed is the man who endures temptation; for 
when he has been approved, he will receive the 
crown of life which the Lord has promised to those 
who love Him. Let no one say when he is tempted, óI 
am tempted by Godô; for God cannot be tempted by 
evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone. But each 
one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own 
desires and enticed. Then, when desire has         
conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is   
full-grown, brings forth death. Do not be deceived, 
my beloved brethren.ò James 1:12-16 

Finding WARNING when you are INDIFFERENT: 

ñNow the works of the flesh are evident, which are: 
adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, idola-
try, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, out-
bursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, here-
sies, envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the 
like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also   
told you in times past, that those who practice      
such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.ò            
Galatians 5:19-21 

13 

 

From Our Parish Council  

Artie Fecera, President 

Scholarship Available  
 

Graduating high school seniors planning 
to attend Albright College this fall or      
current Albright undergraduate students 
are encouraged to apply for the Strat  
Marmarou Scholarship. Preference is  
given to students of the Orthodox faith. 

For more information or an application 
form, please contact the Financial Aid   
Office (610-921-7515) at Albright College.   

May, 2018 

AHEPA is sponsoring a community Motherôs 
Day Card on Sunday, May 13; featuring  
poems written from select Sunday School 
childrené..Happy Motherôs Day to those 
special mothers in our community. 

 

AHEPA Sunday; May 20, celebrating the 
93rd Anniversary of the Reading AHEPA 
Chapter for their service to our Church and 
community.  A memorial service will be held 
for our departed AHEPA brothers during    
the Church service.  May their memory be 
eternal. 

 

Annual AHEPA Scholarship Banquet &    
End-of-Year Celebration; Monday, May 21; 
at the Crowne Plaza Hotel Reading ï 6:00 

p.m. fellowship & 7:00 p.m. dinner; featuring 

2018 Scholarship Recipients; Ladies Night 
with entertainment featuring the Conrad 
Weiser Area High School Chamber Choir. 

 
 

AHEPA            
George Giovanis,  
President 

Stewardship 2018  

Steve Lecatsas, Chairman 

Thank you to the following parishioners who 

have submitted their 2018 pledge cards: 

152 pledges were received to date  

totaling $137,864 
 

The average pledge per family is $907 

Parishioners who have not yet submitted their 
2017 pledge cards are asked to please do so 
at their earliest convenience.  

Our Parish Council Meeting was held on     
Tuesday, April10th.  
 

Members Present: President Artie Fecera, VP 
Chuck  Mowbray, Secretary Tony Phyrillas, 
Treasurer Mike Mavreles, Financial Secretary 
Nick Karetas, Athan Dialectos, Chris Dikos, 
Connie Fecera, Gus Kotsakis, Christ Kraras, 
Shawn Moliatu, Kim Shunk, Chris Wagner and 
Christina Weeber and Protopresbyter Thomas 
Pappalas. 

Members Absent: Angel Helm, Gust Kraras, 
Strat Marmarou,  
 
Gus Kotsakis, who is now in charge of Church 
maintenance, gave Council an update on 
maintenance related items for our Church. 
Needed was a new Automated External       
Defibrillator which was donated by Dr. Hanna, 
one of our parishioners. We thank him very 
much for his generous donation. Mike Moyer 
and Lisa Mauger-Kulp gave instructions on 
how to use the new AED. John and Sharon 
Lountzis also donated additional pads for the 
AED. We also thanks them for their donation. 
Remember to see Tony Phyrillas for food    
coupons at Fellowship. You can use them for 
gas. It helps our church financially and is no 
cost to you. We all buy food and gas. Try to 
remember during fellowship to purchase your 
coupons. 
 
See you in Church! 

           Stathis Gasparis Nicholas & Sandra Odagis 
 

Time for Spring Clean-Up! 
 
During spring cleaning, please ñsave and storeò 

new, unused, and gently use items  
to donate to our October Bazaar Gift Room.  
Your donations are much appreciated!   

 
More donating information will follow,       

in September. 
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Baby Bottle Campaign  

for  

Maryõs Shelter 

 

Take a baby bottle home, fill it with your spare change, then 

drop it off in the collection container.  Your donation will   

help provide residents of Maryõs Shelter with: 

¶ Prenatal vitamins 

¶ Formula 

¶ Diapers 

¶ Infant medicine 

¶ Baby wipes 

¶ Baby food 

¶ Other baby essentials  

The campaign will run from Sunday, April 29th  

through Sunday June 3 rd .  

Baby bottles and collection box are located in the pangari.  

Donõt care to collect change?  Please take an envelope  

and make a donation.   

You can help  

 change  

 a life forever!  

-ÁÒÙ΄Ó 3ÈÅÌÔÅÒ ÉÓ Á ÌÏÃÁÌ ÎÏÎ-ÐÒÏУÉÔ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÈÁÔ 

ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÓ ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔÉÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÎÏÎ-ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔÉÁÌ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅÓ ÆÏÒ 

ÐÒÅÇÎÁÎÔ ×ÏÍÅÎ ÁÎÄ ×ÏÍÅÎ ×ÉÔÈ ÎÅ×ÂÏÒÎÓ ×ÈÏ ÁÒÅ 

ÉÎ ÎÅÅÄ ÏÆ Á ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔÉÖÅ ÅÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÏÆ Á ÌÁÃË 

ÏÆ ÓÕÉÔÁÂÌÅ ÈÏÕÓÉÎÇ ÏÒ ÆÁÖÏÒÁÂÌÅ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÒÅÌÁÔÉÏÎÓÈÉÐÓȢ 

-ÁÒÙ΄Ó 3ÈÅÌÔÅÒ ÐÒÅÐÁÒÅÓ ÍÏÔÈÅÒÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÎÅ×ÂÏÒÎÓ ÆÏÒ 

ÉÎÄÅÐÅÎÄÅÎÔ ÌÉÖÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ Á ÖÉÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÈÏÐÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÆÕÔÕÒÅȢ 
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    Religious Calendar - May  
 

Sat. 5th        Feast Day of St. Irene, the Great Martyr 
         8:30 a.m. Orthros 
         9:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy 
 

Sun. 6th        Sunday of the Samaritan Woman  
         Orthros at 8:30 a.m. 
         Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 
         Divine Liturgy at 9:45 a. m.  

Acolytes:  Group 3 (Seraphim): E. Polyak , G.    
Koumaras, N. Lountzis, P. Daglis, A. Tilley, A. 
Lynch, C. Sasaran, N Rohm, A. Sasaran, H.     
Marcantonis, T. Antonellos   
 

Sun. 13th     Sunday of the Blind Man & Motherôs Day 
        Orthros at 8:30 a.m. 
        Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 
        Divine Liturgy at 9:45 a. m.  

        Acolytes: Group 4 (Archangels): V. Phyrillas,  
        K. Mitchell, S. Mitchell, M. Faust,  T. Siegel, D.          
        Schlageter, T. Hunsicker, J Wagner,  C. Hun 
        sicker, C. Kraras, G. Hunsicker, Z. Simotas,        
        I. Doukas 
 

Thurs. 17th  Feast of the Holy Ascension of Our Lord 
                8:30 a.m. Orthros 
        9:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy 
 

Sun. 20th     Eve of the Feast of our Patron Saints,    
                   Constantine & Helen 
        Orthros at 8:30 a.m. 
        Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 
        Divine Liturgy at 9:45 a. m.  
        Acolytes: Group 1 (Thrones): C. Sterious, D. 
        Porcaro, A. Sweigart, A. Zeppos, F. Amegangee,   
        B.  Wadsworth,  A. Grassley, E. Hansen, S.         
        Elliker, S. Maoury, M. Maoury, L. Elliker, D. 
        Stroumbakis, A.  Zeppos,  C. Zeppos 
                   Great Vespers  at 5:00 p.m. 
 

Mon. 21st    Feast Day of Constantine & Helen 
                   8:30 a.m. Orthros 
        9:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy 
 

Sat., 26th     Saturday of the Souls 
        8:30 a.m. Orthros 
        9:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy 
 

Sun. 27th     HOLY PENTECOST 
        Orthros at 8:30 a.m. 
        Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 
        Divine Liturgy at 9:45 a. m. 
        Acolytes: Group 2 (Powers): A. Futrick, A.  
        Futrick  Jr. , P. Phyrillas, H. Robitzer, Y Patestas,  
        D. Scantzos, A. Scantzos, E. Ross, N. Simotas,  

        M. Patestas, N. Meitzler, J. Ross 
 

Mon. 28th     Memorial Day 

Memorial Services at Forest Hills Cemetery 
beginning at  9:00 a.m. at the entrance, and at  
Charles Evans Cemetery beginning at 11:00 
a.m. in the Chapel. (Trisagion prayers will be 
done at individual grave sites upon request). 

  

 

Saturday of the Souls  
 
A Divine Liturgy and memorial Service will 
take place on May 26, the Saturday of Souls 
before the Feast of Pentecost,  giving us the 
opportunity to remember and pray for our 
departed loved ones. 
 

On the form below please list the names of 
those you want remembered in prayer and 
mail or bring the form to the church office.  
 
___________________________________ 
 
___________________________________ 
 
___________________________________ 
 
___________________________________ 
 
___________________________________ 
 
___________________________________ 
 
___________________________________ 
 
___________________________________ 
 
___________________________________ 
 
___________________________________ 
 
___________________________________ 
 
___________________________________ 
 
___________________________________ 
 
___________________________________ 
 
___________________________________ 
 
___________________________________ 
 
___________________________________ 
 
___________________________________ 
 
___________________________________ 
 
___________________________________ 
 
___________________________________ 
 
___________________________________ 
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Community News  

 

Baptized: 
 

Joshua David Ross, son of David & Etleva 
Ross on April 15 with Angeliki Miranda    

Ganas as sponsor. 
 

~ All baptized in Christ have put on Christ ~ 
 

Our Sympathy: 
 

To the family of Olga Kitixis who passed into 
eternal life on April 18. 

 

~ Eternal be her memory ~ 
 

               Matthew 25  
 

ñI was hungry and you gave me food: I was thirsty 
and you gave me drink; I was a stranger and you 
took me in; I was naked and you clothed me; I was 
sick and you visited me; I was in prison and you 
came to meéinasmuch as you did it to one of the 
least of these, my brethren, you did it to me.ò 
 

Our Food Pantry continues to minister to our  
neighbors in need, mostly from the Oakbrook   
Housing development. 
 

¶ On March 27th, our parish provided food for 98 
needy families, which included 264 children and 
75 senior citizens. The total number of people 
served was 559. 

 

The pantry will continue to distribute food on the last 
Tuesday of the month. Parishioners can help by: 
 

1) volunteering either to help set up in the morning 
or distribute food in the evening by calling the 
Church Office to sign up, 

2) Contributing to the Food Pantry Fund to help  
cover expenses. 

 

Thanks you to all the donors and volunteers who 
have helped to bring this wonderful ministry to      
fruition. Parishioners can contribute by sending your 
donation to the Church office. 

 

Fellowship Hosts  

May 6  Mr. & Mrs. Jay Hansen 
  Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Harris 
  Mr. & Mrs. Constantine Harris 
  Mr. Augustus Hatzas 
  Mrs. Victoria Hatzas 
 

May 13 Mrs. Maria Hatzistavrakis 
  Mr. & Mrs. Stratos Hatzistavrakis 
  Mr. & Mrs. Scott Helm 
  Mrs. Vasso Hemrich 
   
May 20 Mr. & Mrs. Carl Hoffman 
  Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Hoffman 
  Mr. & Mrs. Scott Hunsicker 
  Mr. & Mrs. John Ioannidi 
  Mrs. Marilyn Holden 
  Mr. & Mrs. Andreas Ioannidis 
  

May 27 Mr. & Mrs. Panagiotis Ioannidis 
  Mr. & Mrs. George Ivanov 
  Ms. Constance Johns 
  Mr. Michael Johns 
  Mr. Alan Kachel 

 Remember  in Prayer  
 

Please remember in prayer parishioners who 
are in nursing homes and retirement  communi-
ties, the home-bound, and those   convalescing: 
Ruth Anthony, Katerina Aviagianou, Anna    
Carley, Kallie English, Katherine Fisher, James       
Graham, George Halulakos, Pauline Heckman, 
Charles Kafadelis, George Kakalelis, Joseph 
Lasky, Marie Lecatsas, Joanne Marmarou, Hel-
en  Nicholas, Sandy Odagis, Kalliope  Pappas, 
William Sianis, Angeliki Skyllas, Sebastian     
Ulrich & Catherine Zaharis. 
 

And those hospitalized in the month of April: 
John Halulakos, Emmanuel  Papadakis, Steve 
Marmarou, William Sakellaropoulos, Tzanetos 
Karamichalakos,  Katherine Fisher, Estella    
Kageos & Gust Kraras  

The Miraculous,       

Myrrh -Streaming         

Kardiotissa Icon  

of the Theotokos  

will be visiting 

 St Matthews Greek Orthodox Church 

8477 Allentown Pike, Blandon, PA 19510 
 

A Paraklesis will take place  

on Saturday May 12th 

at 12:00 p.m. 
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Philoptochos  
by:  Sharon Whitman  & Cindy Petrakis 

Christos Anesti!  Christ Has Risen!  

 

 

Special thanks to the following group of devoted 
Philoptochos ladies who dedicate their time and 
talents to ensure that everything runs smoothly 
during Holy Week. 

* Marika Krallis and her team for their devotion 
in preparing the loaves of prosphora bread 
needed for every Liturgy. 

* Laura Delp, Maro Kotsakis, Marian Porcaro 
and their team for spending hours preparing 
the traditional red Easter eggs.  Special thanks 

to Laura for donating the eggs. 

* Penny Ballas, who for more than a decade 
generously donates the netting and ribbon 
used to decorate the dyed eggs.  She devotes 
hours of her time at home cutting the netting 
and ribbon. Special note: Penny has already 
cut half the ribbon and netting we will use next 
year!  Thanks to her ñassembly lineò of ladies 
who helped wrap 600 eggs. 

Final Bake Sale Results 

We had a very successful spring bake sale, which 
we can now report since the final numbers are in.  
After church sales on the Sunday after the sale 
we had finikia and koulourakia left.  In the weeks 
following we have sold these items when request-
ed.  We will serve the finikia on St. Xenia Day on 
May 6th. We are very pleased with the results and 
again thank those of you who pre-ordered or   
purchased pastry. Your generosity will fund our 
philanthropic efforts. Finally we would like to 
thank the following: Chris Dikos for coming in 
early on bread days to open the church and help 
prepare the first batch of bread dough and       
responding to our early morning call for help with 
the fryers on bake sale day; Anthony Koumaras 
for coming in on bread nights to store the bread in 
the freezer;  and Athan Dialectos for coming in 
on bread days to store the bread in the freezer 
and especially for coming in on bake sale day to 
reset the hall. 

Knitting Ministry 
 

Sincere thanks to Fran Ioannidi, who chairs our 
knitting ministry, and her committee members for 
making handmade gifts for Lifeline and Berks 
Heim.  Fran delivered the following items: 
 

§ Berks Heimð13 lap robes and 1 poncho 
§ Lifelineð6 caps and 15 baby blankets 

IMPORTANT DATESé. 

§ Sunday, May 6thðòSt. Xenia Sundayò, 
artoclasia and fellowship sponsored by 
Philoptochos  

§ Monday, May 21stðServing dinner at         
Opportunity House. Contact Karen Chaknos to 
volunteer or donate at 610-777-7384. 

§ Monday, June 4thðEnd of year dinner at 

Deluxe.  Invitation will be sent early May. 

Orthodox Christian Fellowship 

Chair Marian Porcaro sent her final mailing to our 
four college freshmen which including the following: 
pastries from our bake sale, $5 Starbucks card, 
chocolate candy, Blessed Palm Cross, message of 
Burned Biscuits and Easter card.  Thank you Marian 
for all your efforts this year to keep our college     
students in contact with our church! 

Maryôs Shelter Project 

In April we donated $2,500 to the new home of 
Maryôs Shelter located on Kenhorst Blvd.  This    
money will purchase a washer and dryer and any 
other needs in the new building.  We have also     
decided to join their Baby Bottle Campaign.  Please 
see the flyer in this Echo for more information. 

Shut-in Visitations 

This month we highlight Aspasia Simotas and her 
volunteers, who delivered koulourakia and plants 
during their Paschal visits to our shut-ins.  Since we 
receive grateful thank you notes from their family 
members, we know these visits and offerings are 
greatly appreciated by our church family members 
because it brightens their spirits!  Heartfelt thanks to 
these ladies for their kindness and stewardship.   

Special thanks... To the Deligiannis family at   
Bar-B-Q Pit for preparing and donating the meal  
we served at Opportunity House in April. 

Philoptochos Charity (giving) 
§ $100 to IOCC 
§ $100 to Sisterhood of St. Basil 
§ $500 to Metropolis Social Services Fund 
§ $100 to Jesse Brandowôs Guatemalan mission 
§ $350 to Churchôs Food Pantry 
§ $250 to Hope Rescue Mission 
§ $100 to Metropolis St. Photios Banquet 
 

Philoptochos Philanthropy (doing) 
§ Served at Opportunity House in April 
§ Holy Week activities 
§ Shut-in visitations 
§ Delivered handmade items to Berks Heim and 
Lifeline 
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Many thanks to the following individuals for their donations  
during Great Lent: 

Wreath (Holy Thursday): John & Despina Frangakis in 
memory of our parents 

Wreath (Easter): Zeppos families in memory of our parents 

Wreath (Annunciation Icon): Peter & Cornelia Maroulis in 
memory of Dimitrios & Elypse Maroulis and John & Helen 
Brown 

Salutation Wreath: Philip & Calipso Kollintza in memory of 
Aggeliki, Feleskoura, Constantine, Panagiotis, Calipso; 
Thenson Dialectos in memory of my dad 

Candles for Salutations: Penny Ballas in memory of 
Diamond, Irene, Effie, Spero & Nick; Emmanuel and 
Katherine Kolevas in  memory of Eleftheria Kolevas 

Greek Palms (Vaia): Joanne Dialectos in memory of my 
husband. 

Candles for Palm Sunday: Evangeline McGowan in 
memory of Robert McGowan 

Holy Unction Supplies: Athena Zeppos in memory of 
my beloved son, husband, mother & father 

Rose Water for Epitaphios: Anthousa Scaros in memory 
of Emmanuel Scaros.  

Incense for Holy Week: Constantina Marmarou in memory 
of Michael Marmarou; Maria Kotsakis in memory of my   
parents 

Wreath for Nymphios: Chris Dialectos & family in memory 
of Harry Dialectos 

2018 ðGreat Lent and Easter Donations  

Altar Candles for Holy Week: Dee Dee & Kenneth 
Klein in  memory of Angelo & Effie Kyrmas 

Candles for Holy Thursday:  Dimitri & Petroula 
Mitsiopoulos in memory of loved ones  

Altar Candles for Holy Friday & Saturday:         
Constantina Marmarou & Family in memory of Michael 
Marmarou, Therapon Paraskis & departed family 
members; Mark Dialectos & Family in memory of my 
father 

Candles for Cross: John & Michele Garrett in  
memory of Anne Landis Garrett and our parents, Dr. & 
Mrs. George Pappas  

Easter Lilies for Chapel Altar:  Maria Daniels in 
memory of my parents & husband; Pat Zampelli,   
Debbie & Jayce Reber & Families in loving memory of 
Molly Stanley and Spiro Lecatsas 

Flowers to Decorate Church for Pascha: Eva     
Koutalelis in memory of Maria & Pareskeva Marmarou; 
Bill & Maria Tomeo in memory of Esther Kovras; Harry 
& Sonya Karetas in memory of Efstrathios & Irene  
Karetas; Christopher & Mary Harris in memory of Mary 
Harris 

A Special Thank You To:  

The Kraras Family for their donation of flowers &  
plants for Holy Week and Pascha; Philip Macaronis 
for his donation of silk flowers in memory of his       
parents. 

Easter Offering  

Many thanks to  the following individuals for their generous donation during Pascha. 

The total amount received was $4,745 

Anderson, Esther 
Antonellos, Theodore & Franzeska 
Ballas, Penelope 
Bansner, Scott & Crisanne 
Bona, Dorthea & Richard 
Borzellino, Ann 
Burkman, Darryl & Anna 
Cheri, Marian 
Cicero, Vanessa 
Dalaveris, Helen 
Daniels, Maria  
Dastra, Lula  
Dialectos, Christine 
Dialectos, Joanne  
Dialectos, Mark & Mary 
Dialectos, Thenson 
Cornilia Dikos 
Edwards, Michelle 
Elliker, James & Roula 
Fecera, Artie & Connie 
Frangakis, John & Despina  
Ganas, Christ & Sherrill 
Garrett, John & Michele  
Georgeadis, Jim & Christine 
Geras, Anna  
Griffith, Theodora  
Grimes, Robert & Despina  

Harris, Christopher 
Hatzistavrakis, Stratos & Irene 
Helm, Scott & Angel 
Holden, Marilyn  
Johns, Constance  
Kachel, Alan 
Karahalias, Dennis 
Karetas, Harry & Sonya  
Karetas, Nicholas & Alice 
Kefalas, Georgia 
Klein, Kenneth & Deedee 
Kolevas, Catherine & Emmanuel  
Kollintzas, Phillip & Calipso 
Kotsakis, Dionisios & Maria 
Koumaras, Anna 
Koutalelis, Evriiklia  

Koutroubas, Konstantinos & Evangelia 
Krallis, Anthony & Marika 
Kyvelos, Anthony & Kristen 
Lambros, Deborah 
Lawrence, Shane & Stasia 
Macaronis, Michael & Valerie 
Marmarou, Connie  
Marmarou, Steve  & Nancy 
Marmarou, Strat & Joanne 
Maroulis, Peter & Cornelia 
Mavreles, Patricia 

McGowan, Evangeline  
Medaglia, Dawn 
Miller, Richard & Frances 
Mitsiopoulos, Dimitrios & Petroula 
Mowbray, Charles  
Ott, Robert & Elaine 
Papademetriou, Stanley & Diane 
Pappalas, Fr. Tom & Presv. Anne 
Platanos, Nick & Kathryn 
Porcaro, Nicholas & Marianthe 
Protheroe, William & Kaliope  
Robitzer, Donald & Marian 
Saraceni, Rosemary 
Sasaran, Nicolaie & Ana  
Scaros, Anthousa 
Sianis, Harry & Mary 
Sianis, Mary 
Theodossiou, Linda 
Tsakeris, Catherine 
Xavios, Jeffrey & Lia 
Yatron, George & Shirleen 
Zampelli, Patricia  
Zeppos, Alex & Filippia 
Zeppos, Constantinos 
Zeppos, George D. & Diane  
Zeppos, Peter & Maria 
Zervanos, Evan & Sandy 
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May Birthdays 
Rhea Antonellos 
James Artines 
Panayiotes Asimakopoulos 
Crisanne Bansner 
Gregg Brandt 
Michael Brandt 
Anna Caloiero 
Alexis Campbell 
William Chaknos 
Christian Chupak 
Jordan Dialectos 
Megan Dialectos 
Bernard Donahue, Jr. 
George Doukas 
Isaac Elliker 
Stephen Elliker, Jr. 
Ava Futrick 
Jackson Futrick 
Alexis Ganas 
Zoe Hansen 
Grason Helm 
Tommy Hunsicker 
Elizabeth Ioannidi 
Stephanie Ioannidi 
Kathryn Ioannidis 
George Kanakis 
Alexander Kitixis 
Viktor Koci 
Dionisios Kotsakis 
Maria Kotsakis 
Janice Krallis 
Angelique Krone 
Stephanie Labe 
Christopher Lawrence 
Tyler Lountzis 
 Andrew Lountzis 

Bobby Marcantonis 
Michael Mavreles Jr. 
Alexander Midouhas 
Matthew Moyer 
Alex Papademetriou 
Alexandra Papoutsis 
Efstratia Pauley 
Victoria Petrakis 
Maria Phyrillas 
Joshua Pollet 
Natalie Pollet 
Timothy Profit 
Harriet Raisides 
Debra Reber 
Samantha Rechieru 
Antje Scantzos 
Zoe Simotas 
Zachary Simotas 
Maria Sneij 
Michael Sofranko 
George Stamus 
Jacob Steiner 
Fotini Stratus 
Alinda Sweigart 
Thanna Sweigart 
Jamie Sweigart 
Anthony Sweigart 
Blake Thompson 
Charlotte Tilley 
Matthew Tilley 
Zander Trampos 
Katherine Ulrich 
Katherine Wadsworth 
David Waligurski Jr. 
Nicholas Waligurski 
Despina Yianoulis 
Joyce Zervanos 

A Happy  
Wedding Anniversary to: Phiuloptochos Celebration 

of Patron Saint Xenia  

  

Tim & Shannon Dietrich 5/10/2015 
Nicolaie & Ana Sasaran  5/12/1973 
Mauro & Angel Cammarano 5/14/1972 
Terry & Barbara Kutz 5/15/1988 
Constantine & Aspasia Kotsakis 5/20/1990 
Matthew & Helen Midouhas 5/21/1994 
Michael & Christina Sofranko 5/24/2015 
Andreas & Kathryn Ioannidis 5/24/1970 
Stephen & Amy Elliker 5/25/2003 
Panagiotis & Justina Ioannidis 5/30/2010 
Fr. Tom & Presv. Anne Pappalas 5/31/1981 

 

Father Tom plans to hold a 

Third Annual  
 

ñBlessing of the Animals  

Serviceò 

Saturday, May 12
th 
at 11 a.m.  

 

The 15 minute service will take place   

in the parking lot  

on the side of the church. 

 

Parishioners are asked to park  

in the back of the church. 

 

 

 

On Sunday, May 6th our Philoptochos 

Society will be celebrating the Feast Day 

(May 3rd) of  St. Xenia of Kalamata.  

Philoptochos will be offering                 

the artoclasia in honor of Saint Xenia 

and hosting fellowship.  

Coffee and Greek pastries                     

will be provided. 
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GOYA/JOY News  

5 
Soccer Tournament 

Camp Hill 

6 
GOYA Gathering & 

Board Nominations 

6 
JOY Pizza & 

Movie Night 

20 
Great Vespers for 

Sts. Constantine & Helen 

29 
 

Food Pantry 

GOYA Soccer  

Tournament  
Hosted by: Holy Trinity Camp Hill 

Location: 

Twin Ponds West 

200 Lambs Gap Road  

Mechanicsburg 

9:00 a.m. ð 1:00 p.m. 

 

       Cost: $10 

3 
Sunday School & Greek 

School Graduation 

10 
GOYA Business  Meeting 

& Elections 

26 
 

Food Pantry 

 

JOY  
PIZZA & MOVIE 

NIGHT 

 

 

"Finding Nemo" 

Sunday, May 6 at 6:00pm  
in the Social Hall 

There will be                          
a short reflection in the 
church proper to follow. 

(This event is open to JOY 
kids and younger). 

Please RSVP to Dino           
by Friday, May 4. 

 

METROPOLIS OF PITTSBURGH  
SUMMER CAMP  

AT CAMP NAZARETH 2018  

¶ Session 1/Elementary Week, 2nd-4th Grades:   

      Sunday, June 17th - Saturday, June 23rd  

¶ Session 2/Middle School Week, 5th-7th* Grades:  

      Sunday, June 24th - Saturday, June 30th 

¶ Session 3/Junior High Week, 7th*-9th Grades:  

      Sunday, July 1st - Saturday, July 7th 

¶ Session 4/High School Week, 10th-12th Grades:  

      Sunday, July 8th - Saturday, July 14th 
 

Register at pittsburgh.goarch.org/summer  
 

This year our parish council will be providing a 
scholarship of $200 to every child/teenager going 
to camp in order to help with the overall cost of camp 
registration, which is $600, plus the bus, which is    
usually $75.  
 
When you register online, please be sure to use this 

code given by the Metropolis of Pittsburgh: SSCHP18. 

 Also, should there be any family that needs additional 
help financially, please do not hesitate to contact     
Father Tom or Dino, as this stays in confidence.  

 

Greek  

School  
 

Last Day  

of Greek School: 

Monday Class: May 21st 

Tuesday Class: May 29th 
 

Greek School  

Graduation    

will be held  

on June 3rd   

after Divine Liturgy 

 

 

RSVP to Dino 

610-374-7511 
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Spotlight on our  
Sunday School Teachers 

Sunday School  

Marisa Hunsickerï Director 

ɉɟɘůŰɧɠ AɜɏůŰɖ!  Christos Anesti!   

Christ is Risen!! 

We are coming up on the end of our school year. 
Our students and parents are very busy. Please 
try to keep Sunday School part of your weekly  
routine. Consistency is very important in Childrenôs 
Spiritual Growth.   

 

This month the Beginnings Class will learn how to 
introduce themselves.  We have 3 amazing 
teachers this year and they are Bella Kerr, Tina 
Yatron and Christy Weeber; our aide this year     
is Shirly Yatron.  We are excited to teach the      
children about the Orthodox Faith. 

Our class starts at the age of 3 and we teach 
them the basics on a level they can understand.  
We start each lesson with the Lordôs Prayer and 
the sign of the cross, by the end of the year the 
class has learned to recite the Lordôs Prayer on 
their own.  Every Sunday we teach them a new 
lesson about how Jesus loves everyone and we 
teach them to be kind to friends and family.  We 
also encourage kids to share their toys and to use 
good manners like please, thank you and may I.  
We also make a craft with every lesson and have 
them explain to the parents what they learned for 
the day.  We teach them that Jesus is watching 
us, even though we canôt see him and to always 
be on our best behavior no matter where we are.   

We look forward to every Sunday when we can 
teach your children about Jesus and the Orthodox 
Faith. 

Our annual Egg Hunt was enjoyable as always  
under the direction of Crina Sasaran! Thank you 
to Crina and everyone who assisted her!!  
 

Student Volunteers:  The following students  
volunteered during the month of April. Erini 
Zahariadis was our wonderful Epistle Reader and 
Joanna Helm was our pleasant Greeters. Thank 
you and well done! 
 

A special thank you to our Sunday School        
students that participated in this yearôs Oratorical 
Festival in our church: Dante Porcaro, Angeliki 
Miranda-Ganas & Amara Midouhas 

Last day of Sunday School 
June 3rd 

The Graduation program will be held at this time. 
 

    ɚɖɗ ɠ ɜɏůŰɖ!   Alithos Anesti!   

Truly He Is Risen! 
 

The Word of the Month! 

CONFESSION  

ñIf we confess our sins, he is faithful and just           
to forgive us our sins and purify us from all         

unrighteousnessò. 

(1 John 1:9) 
(ʁ ˅ˇ˃ˇ˂ˇʴʹˋʹύ 

(E-kso-mo-lo-yee-SEE) 

 

 Young Adults  

Congratulations to Patrick Phyrillas, son of 
Tony and Soula Phyrillas, who was recently 
inducted into the International Thespian    
Society, an honor society recognizing       
student achievement in theatre arts. Patrick 
has had roles in five consecutive high school 
musicals at Antietam High School and has 
also performed on stage with the Reading 
Community Players and Antietam Community  
Theater. 

 

 

 

Young Adults are encouraged to attend this 
yearôs Young Adult Retreat that will take 
place on  May 4th - 6th at Camp Nazareth. 
Two dynamic speakers, Bishop Gregory of 
Nyssa and Steven Christoforou will discuss  
ñGodôs Plan...Your Plan ï Will It Ever Make 
Sense?ò The Cost: is $75 per person.        
Register at youngadultretreats@gmail.com or 
call 724-662-4840. This is a wonderful       
opportunity for Young Adults of our   parish to 
grow in Christ and meet other Young Adults.  

http://pittsburgh.goarch.org/summer
http://www.google.com/url?url=http://www.blackpoint-it.com/blackpoint-in-the-spotlight/&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=D-YaVOCWNIusyASd_IKwCA&ved=0CBgQ9QEwAQ&sig2=wBxtxvc36pRwgBhNnLOZEw&usg=AFQjCNGKK4yz737dz54Dk4mhOaZ7myqwFQ
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjc8b-mqsTaAhXMTd8KHYwqCSYQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fpreacherontherun.com%2F2013%2F10%2F28%2Fgods-will-three-wills-of-god%2F&psig=AOvVaw3dy5k19F24xQPDgNYTERCh&
mailto:youngadultretreats@gmail.com

