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The story of the raising of Lazarus from the
dead by Jesus Christ is found in the Gospel
of John 11:1-45. Lazarus becomes ill, and

his sisters, Mary and Martha send a message

to Jesus stating, “Lord, he whom you love is REV. FR. THEODORE PETRIDES DINO ALEXANDRIDES DN. JAMES ELLIKER
ill.” In response to the message, Jesus says, (570)-713-7095 (610)-944- 4894
“This illness does not lead to death; rather it SUNDAY, APRIL 12T~ PALM SUNDAY

is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God
may be glorified through it” (vv. 1-4)...
When Jesus arrived at Bethany, Lazarus had
already been in the tomb four days. Since
Bethany was near Jerusalem, many of the
Jews had come to console Mary and Martha.
When Martha heard that Jesus was approaching she went to meet Him and said to Him, “Lord,
if you had been here, my brother would not have died. But even now | know that God will give
you whatever you ask of Him.” Jesus told her that her brother will rise again. Martha said that
she knew he would rise again in the resurrection on the last day. Jesus replied, “I am the
resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and
everyone who lives and believes in me will never die.” Jesus asked Martha if she believed this.
She said to Him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one
coming into the world” (vv. 17-27)... Jesus came to the tomb and asked that the stone that
covered the door be taken away. Martha remarked that Lazarus had now been in the tomb for
four days and that there would be a stench. Jesus replied, “Did I not tell you that if you
believed, you would see the glory of God?” The stone was taken away, and Jesus looked toward
heaven and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me, but I have said this for the sake of
the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” When He had said this, He
called out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” Lazarus walked out of the tomb, bound with
the strips of burial cloth, and Jesus said, “Unbind him, and let him go” (vv. 38-44)... This
miracle is performed by Christ as a reassurance to His disciples before the coming Passion: they
are to understand that, though He suffers and dies, yet He is Lord and Victor over death.

Excerpts taken from www.goarch.org/lazarus FROM THE HOLY FATHERS
In the icon depicted above, one can see Christ call upon Lazarus whose burial cloth is “Now that the crimson stains of our sins have been washed away in the saving
being stripped off him by two men. By Christ are Lazarus’ sisters, Martha and Mary, who waters of baptism and we have become white as pure wool, let us present the
are noticeably distraught over their brothers’ death, but still remain faithful in Christ the conqueror of death, not with mere branches of palms but with the real rewards of
True Messiah as they remain bowed before his feet. The icon also portrays the many his victory. Let our souls take the place of the welcoming branches as we join today
bystanders, including Christ’s own disciples and Jews, who came to witness the miracle. in the children’s holy song: Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Blessed is the king of Israel.” - St. Andrew of Crete




PALM SUNDAY

Dismissal Hymn of Palm Sunday
In confirming the common

Resurrection, O Christ God, Thou
didst raise up Lazarus from the dead
before Thy Passion. Wherefore, we
also, like the children, bearing the
symbols of victory, cry to Thee, the
Vanquisher of death: Hosanna in the
highest; blessed is He that cometh in
the Name of the Lord.

Another Dismissal Hymn of Palm

Sunday
As by baptism we were buried with

Thee, O Christ our God, so by Thy
Resurrection we were deemed worthy
of immortal life; and praising Thee,
we cry: Hosanna in the highest;
blessed is He that cometh in the
Name of the Lord.

Kontakion of Palm Sunday
Being born upon a throne in Heaven,

and upon a colt on the earth, O Christ
God, Thou didst accept the praise of the
Angels and the laudation of the
children as they cried to Thee: Blessed
art Thou who comest to recall Adam.
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% Please remember invprayer the families of
Sandra and Douglas Clark with their passing.
May their memories be eternal.
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e Holy Unction is rescheduled- We have
decided not to hold the Holy Unction
service on Wednesday since so few people
would actually be able to be anointed. Holy
Unction during Holy Week is one way that
our Church gives us to prepare ourselves to
receive Holy Communion with the Feast of
the Resurrection. We have decided to
reschedule Holy Unction for the week
preceding the Sunday that we will be
allowed to gather again altogether and
partake of the Lord's Supper and from His
Cup of Immortality.

¢ Greek School is cancelled until further
notice.

¢ All youth events are cancelled until
further notice.

e Look for ZOOM calls on Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays with Dino and
Fr. Theodore as they discuss Lent and
other spiritually enrichin g topics. The
links to the calls can be found in weekly
emails.

o If anyone would like to order gift cards
to Giant, Redner 6s or
supermarkets you may send a check
with a stamped, self - addressed
envelope to the home of Tony Phyrillas
and he will mail t he gift cards back to
you.

Tony Phyrillas
2609 Cumberland Ave.
Reading, PA 19606

WEEKLY CALENDAR

April 12- Palm Sunday

8:30 AM: Orthros

9:45 AM: Divine Liturgy
e Epistle: Philippians 4:4- 9
e Gospel: John 12:1- 18

1 PM: Virtual Coffee Hour w/ Fr. Theodore!
6 PM: Bridegroom Service

April 13- Holy Monday
9 AM: gth Hour & Presanctified Liturgy
6 PM: Bridegroom Orthros

April 14™- Holy Tuesday
9 AM: 9th Hour & Presanctified Liturgy
6 PM: Bridegroom Orthros

April 15™- Holy Wednesday
6:30 PM: Orthros of the Mystical Supper

April 16™- Holy Thursday

9 AM: St. Basil’s Vesperal Divine Liturgy of
the Mystical Supper

6:30 PM: Orthros with 12 Gospel readings
& Procession of Crucified Cross

April 17"~ Holy Friday

9 AM: Royal Hours

3:30 PM: Un-Nailing from the Cross
Lamentations

7 PM: Procession of Epitaphios
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April 18™- Holy Saturday

9 AM: 1" Resurrection Vesperal Liturgy of
St. 11 PM” Basil Orthros of the
Resurrection & Liturgy of the Resurrection

April 19™- PASCHA!
12 PM: Agapi Vespers & reading of the
Gospel in Several Languages



